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McCarter Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith, gathered and
empowered by the Spirit of God. We declare that our mission is to proclaim and exhibit,
by word and deed, the grace, mercy and love of God as revealed and made known by our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Greetings! In a recent sermon, I talked about the ten commandments
as guideposts in our daily living. When guideposts become idols,
legalism has taken over. It can happen in a church. The book I have
been reading by Joan Gray called The Sailboat Church for Thursday
Bible study uses a nautical metaphor to describe two different
churches, a rowboat church and a sailboat church. A rowboat church
is one who is more worried about its own efforts in living a righteous
life. It worries about the building, it worries about money, it worries
about what other people think, it worries about numbers. It blames its
demise, should it be in decline, on external factors. A sailboat church
is one in which the living of a righteous life is only a byproduct of
opening its doors up to the power of God.
A rowboat church has turned inward and has become more focused on
what it does to make the church function. Gray says, “The bedrock
reality of life in the rowboat church is that ‘God has given us a basic
agenda (for example, to make the world a better, place, save souls,
help the poor, spread Christian truth, and uphold justice) and then left
it up to us to get on with it.” The rowboat church thinks that it fixes
things, that it is up to the church to create growth. In contrast, the
sailboat church has opened its sails to the spirit of God to send it
where God desires. The bedrock reality of the sailboat church Gray
says is Ephesians 3:21, “Through the power at work within us can do
far more than we could ever ask or imagine.”
“Sailboat churches know that when God becomes the chief guide and
power source in their lives and ministries, the unthinkable moves into
the realm of the possible.”
“Nothing is impossible with God.”
The ten commandments are the guideposts of both churches but in the
rowboat church they have become fence posts isolating them from
others. In the sailboat church the guideposts have become channel
markers that guide the church to where the spirit is blowing its sails.
These guideposts, the ten commandments, are time honored,
foundational behaviors given to God’s people to live out and order

their lives. We as a church can utilize them to help us love God
and our neighbor, not as fence posts that will separate us from the
life God gives to us but to channel us like a sailboat in the waters
we are currently sailing. We may look ahead to uncertainties in
outcomes but with certainty that it is God who is leading and it is
God who is guiding us out of the land of Egypt and into the
promised land. Let us remember that in the days and weeks ahead
as the session crafts a budget for 2018 and as the DP foundation
makes decisions about how it can support McCarter’s mission
and ministry that it is God at the helm of our ship, not us. Our
doors remain open so we can give our gratitude to our Maker and
serve the world our Creator has given us to care for.
Peace, Rachel Matthews

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday School at 9:15AM
Sunday Worship at 10:30AM
Thursday Bible Study at 10:30am
November 7 – Election. Polls in our building.
November 9 12:30pm Session Meeting
November 9 6:15pm Small Church Gathering in
Piedmont
November 14 Foothills Presbytery meeting, Easley
Presbyterian Church
November 19 10:30am Congregational Conversations
November 23 Thanksgiving Day. No Bible Study;
Office Closed.
December 2 Sat Decorate the Church for Advent
December 3 First Sunday in Advent and Communion
Sunday
December 10 Congregational Meeting
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SEASONS OF THE CHURCH
Marian Elliott, Worship Chrm.

Recently, someone asked why we change
colors on the pulpit. This is a brief summary
to answer the question.
The podium of the church contains the
pulpit, the communion table and the
baptistry. These items are seldom if ever
moved. The choir, piano and organ complete
this area of our church.
The cloth covering the pulpit is called a
parament which is changed for what we refer
to as the seasons of the church. You will
notice the stole on the minister’s robe and on
the choir robes change as the seasons
change. The seasons are Advent, Christmas,
Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter and the
Day of Pentecost.
Advent is preparing for the birth of the
Messiah. The day of Advent is always the
first Sunday in December. The color purple is
used for the four Sundays of Advent. We
place an advent wreath during this time with
four candles around it with a large white
candle in the center of the wreath. Three of
the four candles are purple and one is lit
each Sunday to represent hope and peace.
The pink candle is lit on the third Sunday
and represents love. The fourth purple
candle is joy as we await the birth of the
Christ child. The large white candle in the
center is the Christ candle that is lit on
Christmas Eve in celebration of the Christ
child birth.
We have a Chrismon tree which is all white
and gold. The Chrismon symbols for our tree
were lovingly created by Agnes Houston and
Women of the Church who met weekly to
make the symbols and enjoy fellowship. All
Chrismons represent the events in the life of
Jesus.

You will notice that the parament color
changes to white for Christmas Eve
throughout the Christmas season which ends
with Epiphany the sixth of January. The
twelve days of Christmas have ended. We also
use white for the Baptism of the Lord which is
in January, the transfiguration of the Lord in
February and Christ the King Day in
November.
White is also used for the occasions of
marriage, birth and death.
The green parament is used in what we call
ordinary time. That is the time in between
the seasons of the church.
Purple is used during the season of Lent. Lent
begins on the seventh Wednesday before
Easter. This is also called Ash Wednesday.
Palm Sunday leads us into Holy Week.
Maundy Thursday is observed in our church
with a service and communion. The cloth used
for this service is black.
Easter Sunday is determined by the lunar
calendar. It is the first Sunday after the first
full moon after the spring equinox.
The parament color is changed to white for
Easter Sunday and remains until Pentecostal
Sunday which is red for one day only. Period
of time is fifty days.
Our church serves Communion the first
Sunday every two months.
McCarter appreciates the great job that
Marian does in ensuring that paraments are
properly changed for the seasons of the church.
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH BRUNCH
The Women of the Church held a brunch on
Saturday, September 23, 2017 in the
fellowship hall. We enjoyed delicious food
and fellowship and our guest speaker was
Pam Patrick Cole, who was very well
received.
She talked about seeing Jesus Christ in
living color. She specifically mentioned
Revelations 1; 12-16 which talks about how
Jesus Christ appears in a robe, a golden sash
around his waist and bronzed feet. The white
robe stands for light: the golden sash stands
for purity, and the bronzed feet stand for
immovability.
She stated that all the attendees of the
brunch, as well as the rest of the McCarter
congregation, can present Jesus Christ in
living color through our words and actions in
the community.
Everyone in attendance enjoyed the entire
event.
Submitted by Mandy Turner
MCCARTER CELEBRATES 122ND
ANNIVERSARY
Those of you who were unable to attend
church last Sunday on October 15, 2017
missed a wonderful service that recognized
122 years of Christian ministry to our
community.
Marian Elliott, our worship chairman,
planned the special event. The congregation
enjoyed a wonderful sermon by Jennifer
Fouse Sheorn whose father served as a
former minister at McCarter, and her mother
served as the church organist. Jennifer
related her experiences as a child growing up
at McCarter and going to church with her
mother to practice Sunday’s hymns on the

organ. Jennifer really had the feeling as a
child that McCarter was her church.
Jennifer felt the call by God to go to seminary
while she was working as an intern in campus
ministry at Clemson following graduation
from Presbyterian College in 1996.
It was delightful to listen to her campus
ministry journey which took her to many
locations: Beijing, China, Seattle, WA,
Atlanta, GA and Nashville TN and finally to
Greenville, SC. We are grateful for Jennifer
coming back to McCarter to help us celebrate
the 122nd anniversary.
For the past two and a half years, Jennifer
has served as the Stated Supply Associate
Pastor for Discipleship and Mission at Fourth
Presbyterian Church.
So life continues to be an adventure with her
husband Dean, fourteen year old son Ben and
three year old daughter, Bailey.
The family resides right here in the city of
Greenville.
Marian also arranged for special bagpipe
music by Art Davis. Mr. Davis is a local
Greenville bagpiper, an alumnus of the
Citadel Bagpipe Band, and a current member
of the Greenville Pipes and Drums.
Refreshments including a birthday cake, fruit
and sandwiches, that were served in the
festive social hall following the worship
service. Thanks to both Marian and Tempie
Perry for decorating the tables in a lovely fall
theme.
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THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE
By Rev. Richard C. Halverson, D.D.
Submitted by Tempie Perry
Try spending a week praising God every day
as often as you remember. Let your prayers
be nothing but praise and thanksgiving to
God for one week! Praise him for past
blessings, the good things he has done,
things long since forgotten, but for which you
were thrillingly grateful at the time.
Praise him for health and strength, which
you’ve taken for granted, as though you keep
your heart pumping seventy-five times a
minute, as though you operate the bellows
that suck clean oxygen in, drive wastes out.
Praise him for the wonderful body that he
gave you.
Praise him for the sunshine, the rain, the
clouds, the cool breezes, the heat, the brooks,
the streams and rivers and lakes and oceans.
Praise him for the mountains, the valleys,
the grass and trees, and flowers, the birds
and animals and fish. Praise him for the
fabulous beauty he has lavished upon the
world for you; the beautiful resources he put
here for you to enjoy and develop.
Praise him for clean sheets between which to
sleep, for three square meals a day. Praise
him for plenty and for want: for supply and
need; for prosperity and poverty. Praise him
for the unexpected; the planned; the delights;
the disappointments.
Praise God for danger and difficulty; for
testing, trials and tragedy; for hazards and
hurdles; for obstacles that season and temper
you; for competition that exercises your faith
and builds muscle in your character, and
keeps you from becoming soft and lazy and
complacent.

and self-pity out of you; and makes you sharp,
alert and sensitive and on your toes.
Most of all praise God for himself! For his
love, mercy, grace, goodness, justice, integrity,
and perfection! Praise God because he is!
Offer God the “sacrifice of praise”. That is,
praise him when you don’t feel like it: when
circumstances are dead against you. Praise
him because you know that however you feel,
whatever the circumstances, God is God,
eternally perfect, unchanging and
unimpeachable. Praise God.

Financial Report
General Fund
Building Fund
DP Fund
Money Market
CD
Pepsico Stock

$575.00
$14,690.
$49,934
$10,407.
$51,616.
$9,028.

Scripture Verse to Remember
Look at the birds of the air; they do not store
or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they? Matt: 6:26

Praise him for the trouble that knocks whine
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Minutes for Session Meeting
McCarter Presbyterian Church
September 14th, 2017 12:30 to l:45pm
Present: Jim, Marian, Kerry, Danny, Rachel
Absent: Jack and Carter
Pastor declared a quorum and opened with prayer.
Pastoral concerns were shared about hospitalized.
Rachel reported there would be guest preacher,
Rev. Joseph Gaston, on September 24, Chaplain
for Foothills Presbyterian Communities. Justin
Cazel will be on call for pastoral issues during
Rachel’s absence Sept 17-26.
Regarding the guest preacher on October 15 for
122 nd birthday celebration of McCarter
Presbyterian Church: Rev.John McLellan is
considering but thinks he will probably not be able
to. Rachel will check on availability of Rev.
Jennifer Fouse Sheorn whose father was a past
preacher at McCarter. Regarding the guest speaker
Oct. 22 for Thornwell Sunday while Rachel is at a
conference, Joy Messner from Thornwell
Children’s Home has said yes.The Bagpiper
October 15 has been reserved: Art Davis, $175
processional and recessional. Amazing Grace and
Highland Cathedral. This fee should be taken out
of the music fund. The session agreed to this report
and the speakers without objection.
Jim reported on Finance - Carolyn Greene,
treasurer, discussed the new budget for 2018
which was approved by McCarter Finance
Committee. Their pledge goal is $ 44,980.00.
Carolyn continues to meet with Wally Pew to
work out the bugs from the accounting program so
they can finalize the audit. They have been putting
in a lot of hours on this. The finance committee
will send out a pledge letter. If this many pledges
are not received, they will try to supplement from
the Della Padgett fund. Rachel will check out
internet and phone services to save money.
The session voted without objection to allow El
Camino to use the building on Wednesday nights
and waved the building use policy times on
Wednesday nights to accommodate their worship
schedule. Rachel will change her hours to be at
church on Wednesday nights when the youth
group will be in the building. Rachel explained her

legacy program in detail. Rachel will be meeting
with the Nigerian Church pastor. They would like to
meet at 12. Rachel will explain the policy. The
session agreed to move their worship start time to 1
from 2.
The session received letter of transfer from Charles
and Agnes Houston to St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church. A phone call from Darrell Fetzer on their
behalf asking that when they pass away could they
be at McCarter Presbyterian church with Darrell
Fetzer leading, Jeff Gilstrap assisting and Rachel
Matthews assisting (if available). They would be
able to use the social hall without cost but the
reception would not be provided by McCarter. If
Rachel is working at her other jobs, she will not
assist at the funeral and Danny will open the doors
for the funeral. Graveyard plots in cemetery have
already been purchased. Vote passed; there was one
objection.
Lifeline is scheduled to use the church January 2.
They will send $100 donation 30 days prior to use.
Marian reported on birthday celebration plans with
bagpipe and covered dish. She has purchased
bulletin covers. She purchased 4 communion
napkins. She discussed World Communion Sunday
plans.
Danny reported on an excellent trip to Flat Rock by
the congregation. Kerry reported on United
Ministries. Also, she reported on the Christmas
shoeboxes for Thornwell.
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Greene, Clerk of Session

Christmas Poinsettias
Collecting for poinsettias is happening now. They
are $15 for each plant you wish to purchase. You
will be able to pick your plants up following the 4th
Sunday of Advent service, which is Christmas Eve!
Wreaths for decorating 2 doors are also available
for $25 each. Forms are in the church office or
Sunday bulletins until Nov. 26.
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“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell in unity.’’
Psalm 133:1
PEOPLE AND MATTERS FOR PRAYER

We pray for hungry children everywhere, the
elderly unable to attend church anymore, the
refugees displaced from their homelands,
those in grief and sorrow and those in prison
separated from their families and alone and
victims of human trafficking. We pray for
single moms raising their children. We pray
for our military who serve our country,
firefighters and police who risk their lives to
save others.
We pray for church members: The
McCallister Family, Christine Ferguson,
Jean Lindsey, Charlie and Frances George,
Montie Burger, Nancy Trentina, and
Charlotte and Dan Rigby, caretakers for
Charlotte’s father, and for her dad, D.B.
McCauley who celebrated his 90th birthday
on October 26, 2017.
We offer up prayers for Beth Kelly, Myrtice
Foster, family of Ward and Shelia Okamato,
family of Harry Newton, the family of Lane
and Joyce Bowden, and our mission coworkers Rev. Mark Adam and Miriam
Escobar and those people at the U.S. –
Mexican border. To the unnamed, we pray
their needs be met.

Are you part of the Inn Crowd or are
you one of the Stable few?
UNITED MINISTRIES WINTER COAT
GIVEAWAY IS ONGOING.
United Ministries sponsor a coat giveaway
during the winter monhs. They are now
collecting coats for this event-all weather
coats are preferred. Although there is a need
for all sizes, the greatest need is for large,
xlarge and xxlarge in both women’s and men’s
sizes. You may drop off your new or gently
used coat donations to the Administration
Building, 606 Pendleton Street, Greenville,
SC. They are open to receive donations from
Mon-Thursday 8:00am-5pm and Friday from
8:00am-12noon.
They also give away warm gloves, hats and
socks during this drive and all winter. All
donations are greatly appreciated.

DID YOU KNOW…………….
International Dot Day
This day began on September 15, 2009 when a
school teacher, Terry Shay, introduced a
children’s book, “The Dot”.
It is the story of a teacher who challenges a
shy student just to make a mark on her paper.
What began with a dot ignited the young girl’s
self-confidence and transformed her and
eventually started a global celebration of
creativity and inspiration for thousands of
other people of all ages.
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THORNWELL HOME FOR CHILDREN
GUEST PREACHER
On October 22, 2017 we welcomed in worship
Joy Messner who is the Thornwell Children’s Home
Mission Advancement Officer for South Carolina.
Thornwell is our congregation’s ministry serving children
and families right here in Greenville and throughout the
Synod of South Atlantic (South Carolina, Florida and
Georgia) which we support through our prayers and our
mission giving.
Founded in 1875 as a Presbyterian ministry for
orphaned children of that time, today Thornwell provides
a variety of Christ-centered residential and communitybased programs located throughout the Southeast. This
year, thanks to people of faith like each of you and
congregations like McCarter Presbyterian Church,
Thornwell will serve more than 1,000 children and their
families. Some will be served through the original
residential program campus in Clinton, SC; others will
find hope and healing through one Thornwell’s many
community-based Building Families Programs. Thornwell
has a new Foster Care program in Greenville and is now
recruiting, training and providing on-going support to
foster families who are called to serve in this important
ministry of providing loving, high-quality foster homes for
children who need them.
Thornwell is committed to providing a variety of
family-centered, solution-focused programs and services
to meet the contemporary needs of children and families
being served while bringing hope, healing, and
wholeness in the name of Jesus Christ.

**************************************

THORNWELL CHRISTMAS
“SHOEBOXES” (OR BASKETS)
This year for Christmas instead of
collecting Santa shoeboxes, the
Witness and Service committee are
focusing our mission efforts on
Thornwell. What they need are
Welcome Baskets for new children
entering their family homes. Kerry
Caldwell and the witness committee
has collected materials for 4 baskets.

THANK YOU MCCARTER!
Dear Members of McCarter Presbyterian
Church,
Thank you for your loving hospitality that you
showed to me on Sunday, October 15 (and 22) and
more importantly for your continued and faithful
support to the children of Thornwell. Our cottages
are decorated for Halloween and the kids are looking
forward to dressing up for trick-or-treat. You bring
smiles to their faces. J
Joy Messner, Mission Advancement
PS. Must laugh – I had more people in Greenville
tell me how happy they were to see the name of
Thornwell on your front display – What a great thing.
J
*Thank you for your most recent gift. We are
blessed by your generosity.
******************************************

Each laundry basket contains two
towel sets, pillow, toiletry items
(deodorant, body wash,
shampoo)hairbrush/comb, snuggly
(soft animal or soft blanket).
Each basket costs about $35.80 to
make.
You are welcome to contribute toward
one of these already completed baskets or
collect materials to build your own. We will
put them together and collect them this
month of November. We will deliver them to
Thornwell by Dec. 1 in time for the Clinton
Christmas Parade at 7pm. (The children of
Thornwell build and enter a float in the
parade). By the way, anyone that wants to go
to Thornwell to the parade, let Kerry know.
We will go together!
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