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McCarter Presbyterian Church is an inclusive
community of faith, gathered and empowered by
the Spirit of God. We declare that our mission is
to proclaim and exhibit, by word and deed, the
grace, mercy and love of God as revealed and
made known by our Lord Jesus Christ

“God is Good”

Greetings, Friends! You will find in this newsletter minutes and reports, evidence of some conversations that groups of us are having
about how to reach out to the community. We are asking as we do every year about this time what God is calling us to do and be in
the world at 2 Pelham Rd. What we are clear about is that we are a group of people who are worshipping and praising God each and
every Sunday, praying on Thursdays and active in fellowship with one another. We pray regularly for those in our midst who are
homebound or are unable to attend worship for whatever reason. We average about 23 in worship; although, these summer months
have been a little low. At the potluck last Sunday we had 13 who ate and celebrated. Friends, Jesus had 12. And, he said “For where
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” (Matthew 18:20) We will continue to be a worshipping community
until the last two are gathered. We are also clear from our understanding of who God is and who we are that the building we have
does not belong to us; God has entrusted it to us to be used as a beacon of God’s grace and mercy to the world. We also share this
building with the entire PC(USA). Our governing laws are designed to help us look to the bigger picture by putting in checks and
balances around those big decisions about property. Therefore, what we do, we do with much deliberation. There is an eager spirit
here. We want McCarter’s legacy to be God’s legacy. There is much to celebrate. Take a look at the comments from the potluck
dinner. We enter into a spirit of thanksgiving as our finance committee, the DP Fund committee and the session look forward to next
year. Ask what God has called you to do and be in this mission of grace. We want you to be a part of it.
Peace, The Rev. Dr. Rachel Matthews

Upcoming Events
Sunday School at 9:15AM
Sunday Worship at 10:30AM
Thursday Prayer at 10:30am
Aug 13, 2017 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm Foothills Presbytery Stated Meeting # 104
August 17, 4pm Monthly Session Meeting
August 21, 1-3pm Eclipse Viewing Activities with J.Freeman & Assoc.
August 22, 6:15 – 8:00 PM Small Church Ministry Gathering Piedmont, SC
August 27 Flat Rock Playhouse. Leave from church
September 30 Church Work Day
October 1 United Ministries Transformation Walk
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McCarter Stated Session Meeting
May 18, 2017 @4pm
Rev. Rachel Matthews called the meeting to order
at 4:00pm and opened with prayer. All session
members were present with the exception of Jim
Greene who was out of town and excused. Kerry
Caldwell was appointed as temporary clerk.
April minutes were received without objection.
Rachel reported on pastoral concerns. She reported
on building use requests and policy, in particular
building use for weddings and sanctuary use needs
clarification.
Jack reported for Building and Grounds: the
exterior sign will be repaired soon from storm
damage unless we get another storm to counteract
the damage. Dan Rigby is making calls to facilitate
the work. LED lights should be arriving within two
weeks from China. Pine straw has been ordered
from a company in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Delivery date is not set yet. When arrival is set, talk
of a breakfast prior to dispensing the needles was
mentioned. Our mailbox will be moved to a safe,
more accessible for delivery and retrieval spot.
Jack and Dan will donate box and post.
Danny McClure reported for Education and
Fellowship on our Supper Club held at the Greene’s
home on Derby Day. All 11 of us had a great time
watching the Derby and eating low country boil
shrimp. Betty Kunz picked the winning horse. An
ice cream social will be planned for the 4th of July
week with intent to invite the El Camino church
family. A youth choir from Greenwood has been
asked to give a performance for our congregation
sometime in the future.
Carter reported for Finance with the suggestion that
$20,000 be moved from money market account into
the CD account. An increase in interest of .03
percent will be realized. A motion was made to
make that move and seconded. Motion carried.

Also a motion was made to send a letter as suggested
in response to Panagakos Paving Company’s letter.
The motion was seconded then discussed. Motion
carried. The 2018 budget will be compiled and
proposed in August of this year.
Marian Elliott submitted the Worship Committee
report. Justin Cazel will be preaching and leading
communion June 4 on Pentecost with no objection
from the session.
Kerry Caldwell reported for Witness and Service
committee.
A motion to adjourn was made by Danny and
seconded by Kerry. Meeting adjourned at 5:00pm.
Respectfully submitted by Kerry Caldwell.

DP COMMITTEE MEETING
The Della Padgett Committee met at McCarter on
Tuesday, July 11, 2017 at 11:30am.
Rachel Matthews opened the meeting with prayer.
Then, Carolyn distributed a financial report detailing
all expenses by project and explaining the remaining
balance and the approved future expenses that would
come from the fund. It was agreed that $1,875 would
be used for a pastor bonus.
The $2,700 remaining for landscape would be used to
clean up the property behind the church. The $29,700
remaining for security doors would be used to replace
the front left side doors of the church.
The $8,900 in mission projects would be used in part
to support our missionaries. Other ideas mentioned
were the Julie Valentine Center for child abuse
survivors and their families, homeless youth, and the
trafficking of women and children in our area. These
suggestions will
be discussed further at the next meeting in August.
The meeting was turn over to our pastor, Rachel to
discuss her vision for McCarter. She told of all the
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positive things that have happened at McCarter over
the past year and a half, including our relationship
with the El Camino Wesleyan Church located behind
us.
She discussed our relationship with United
Ministries and plans to meet with Tony McDade in
the near future to discuss how we might partner with
them to provide space for perhaps a child care
facility for those children of parents who are
attending GED classes or provide classes for those
who wish to study English as a Second Language.
This would still allow us to continue worship and
events as usual at McCarter as long as we have
people in the pews. She and the committee felt
partnering with other service oriented organizations
would be a good use of the money and worthy of
pursuing further. A covered dish meal is planned for
July 23rd after the worship service to discuss further.
Carolyn then asked for any necessary requests to be
considered for the 2018 monies. The following
items were brought up.
1. Repair rotting window sills around stained glass
windows. (Jim will ask Messer Mirror to quote
a price.)

Financial Report
General Fund

$2,423.08

Building Fund

$20,719.08

DP Fund

$63,145.00

Money Market

$10,407.23

CD

$51,616.10

Pepsico Stock

$9,194.00

Scripture Verse to Remember
Look at the birds of the air; they do not store or reap
or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly father
feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than
they? Matt: 6:26

2. Repair or replace Heating/Conditioning Unit
3. Projector
4. Replace copier or buy a laser printer.
There, being no further business, the meeting
adjourned.
Submitted by Carolyn Greene, Chair

With God’s help, we will see a day when “justice rolls
down like waters, and righteousness like an
everflowing stream”. Amos 5:2
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Other than immediate help, there is a longer term
assistance program that strives to assist persons to
become more economically self-sufficient.
Participants are encouraged to work toward getting
their GED for better employment opportunities and to
increase their overall general knowledge.
We are grateful to Tony for sharing information
about this wonderful mission that gives so much
back to the needy in our community. He truly
practices love and hospitality. In a recent sermon,
our own minister, Rachel, mentioned the
importance of hospitality and suggested it might be
the single thing to save our communities, our nation
and the world.
Guest Speaker Shares Thoughts of Love in Action
Kerry Caldwell

Thanks so much to both of you for showing true
compassion and demonstrating love in action and
offering hospitality to all.

Tony McDade, Executive Director of United
Ministries, spoke at McCarter on Sunday, June 25,
2017. Tony and Rachel were to render a dialogue
format sermon on that day, but due to a death in
Rachel’s family, Tony addressed the congregation
about the services offered through United Ministries.
Tony joined the staff of United Ministries in 2016.
He was previously Executive Director with
Greenville Area Interfaith Hospitality Network
(GAIGN). The two organizations combined in 2016.
Tony provides strategic leadership for a group of
thirty professionals in social work and
administration. Their efforts combine to produce real
results in life direction with an ultimate goal of selfsufficiency.
Tony is passionate about his community ministry and
discussed the services rendered to families in severe
need of food, shelter, and assistance with utility and
other essentials.
Place of Hope is a day shelter operated by United
Ministries where individuals and families and come
and receive toiletries, take showers, do their laundry
and enjoy a brief respite from the heat or cold while
taking care of his/her hygiene.

TWINKIES AND ROOT BEER
A little boy set out to meet God. He thought it would
be a long trip so he packed his suitcase with Twinkies
and a six-pack of root beer and started his journey.
When he had gone a few blocks he met an old man
who was sitting in a park staring at some pigeons. The
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boy sat down beside him and opened his little
suitcase. He was about to take a drink of his root beer
when he noticed that the old man looked hungry, so
he offered him a Twinkie.
The old man gratefully accepted it and smiled at the
lad. His smile was so pleasant that the young boy
wanted to see it again, so he offered him a root beer.
The man smiled again at him, and the boy was
delighted. All afternoon they sat there earing and
smiling, but they never said a word.
As it began to grow dark, the boy got up to leave, but
before he had gone more than a few steps, he turned
around, ran back and gave the old man a hug. He
gave the young boy his biggest smile ever.
When the lad returned home, his mom was surprised
by the look of joy on her son’s face. She asked him
what he did that day to make his look so happy.
He replied, “I had lunch with God.” But before his
mother could respond, he added.
“You know what? He’s got the most beautiful smile I
have ever seen!”
Meanwhile, the old man, also radiant with joy,
returned to his home. His son was stunned by the
look of peace on his face and asked, “Dad, what did
you do today that made you so happy?”
He replied, “I ate Twinkies in the park with God.”
Before his son responded, he added. “You know,
he’s much younger than I expected.”
Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a
smile, a kind word, a listening year, an honest
compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of
which have the potential to turn a life around.
People come into our lives for a reason, a season, or
a lifetime. Embrace all equally! Author unknown

The United Ministries’ Transformation Walk will
start at the Flour Daniel Field in West Greenville on
October 1, 2017. Participants will walk three miles,
the distance that needy persons often walk to utilize
the services downtown. They will follow a path that
homeless indiviuals often take in their journey to find
help.
The walk brings the entire community together to
raise awareness of the poverty in our immediate
community. Proceeds from the walk will fund the
various services offered by United Ministries. Last
year over 1200 people took part in the walk.
This year a new block party has been added for the
event to draw people together and provide
refreshments and fun for participants.
There is a webside where you can register for the
walk. Get your friends together and form a team to
join this wonderful event that benefits and homeless
and needy as they struggle to find the road to selfsufficiency.
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PEOPLE AND MATTERS FOR
PRAYER

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES
Karalyn Kalbach June 28
Carolyn Murdock July 01
Carolyn Browder July 28
Tempie Perry Aug.1,
Carolyn Greene Aug. 3
Judy Pew August 19
Marian Elliott Aug. 31
Rachel Matthews, Sept. 8
Wink Murdock Sept. 12,
Andrew McAllister Sept. 29

Potluck Congregation Meal
We pray for hungry children everywhere, the
elderly unable to attend church anymore, the
refugees displaced from their homelands, those in
grief and sorrow and those in prison separated from
their families and alone and victims of human
trafficking.
We pray for church members: Christine Ferguson,
Agnes and Charlie Houston, Jean Lindsey, Charlie
and Frances, Montie Burger, Nancy Trentina,
Dixon Caldwell, and Charlotte and Dan Rigby,
caretakers for Charlotte’s father, and for her dad,
D.B. McCauley.
We offer up prayers for Beth Kelly, Myrtice Foster,
Harry Newton, family of Ward and Shelia
Okamato, Lane and Joyce Bowden, and our mission
co-workers Rev. Mark Adam and Miriam Escobar
and those people at the U.S. –Mexican border. To
the unnamed, we pray for.
Dear McCarter, Thank all of you for your prayers
and blessings upon the death of Matt’s mother,
Barbara. We rejoice her struggle is over and her
baptism is now complete in this physical death. Of
course, our hearts are broken and we will miss her.
Your love and care helps us heal.
Peace, Rachel and Matt Matthews

On July 23, 2017, a delicious buffet was enjoyed by
our congregation and guests.
After the meal, Rachel, our pastor, asked each table
of persons to think about significant events in our
church that were special and cause for celebration
and thanksgiving. A reporter chosen from each
group would share each group’s responses.
As we review these events and happenings, we
realize that we have been truly blessed by God.
Also, we know that we may be a small church, but
we are blessed with talented and hard workers.
McCarter is a beacon of light for the community and
our members are hospitable to our neighbors and
community. So take a look at what we discovered
about ourselves and these activities over the past year
.
1. We are grateful to our minister for her sheperding
of the small flock here at McCarter. She is
attentive to our needs, as well as, to outside folks
who seek assistance and guidance from our
church. She led the church in establishing a
loving relationship with our neighboring hispanic
church, El Camino.
2. In recent weeks, the downstairs has been filled
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with joy from El Camino children who have
their Sundy School there. The parents cleaned
the area. and once more, it’s a place for children
to learn about God, not an empty, dead space.
3. Earlier this year, we held a joint bilingual
worship service with El Camino. Our comissionaries, Rev. Mark Adam and Miriam
Escobar, conducted the worship service in both
English and Spanish. Praise God!
4. Also there is a wonderful community garden in
back of the church where much work has taken
place. The gate and fence between the two
properties were repaired and the entire area
cleared. The El Camino children can walk to
their Sunday School. Kudos to all who worked
to make this happen.
5. McCarter has a very active Sunday School
Class and invites all to attend at 9:15 am for a
lively discussion based on bibical scripture. We
learn from one another as well as from the SS
literature. Don’t wait to join us-you’ll be happy
you came. All are welcome.
6. Many upgrades to our facility and grounds have
taken place.
a. Installation of new safety doors with code
entry only.
b. New lighted sign out front.
c. LED lights for inside our church
d. Additional landscaping to beautiy the exterior
of our church.
e. Installation of new carpet for social area and
hall leading from worship area to Sunday
School classes.
7. Last, but not least, we celebrate those talented
individuals who rendered special music both in
song and instruments. In addition to our own
pianist and organist, Kathy Brown, and our
faithful choir, there were: St. Giles Children’s
Choir, James Palmer on piano, Ben Matthews
on saxophone, and Rachel’s father, Mr.
McCullough who sang a beautiful hymn for out
worship service.

8. We are also appreciative for services rendered by
visiting guest speakers and pastors on the
Sundays that Rachel was absent. They include
Justin Cazel, Tony McDade and others.
Rachel thanked us for our participation and
mentioned that other exciting things are on the
drawing board for McCarter, such as partnering with
United Ministries in their GED program and possibly
providing a place for child care for those who are
working to obtain their GED certificate.
Please join us as we work toward serving God, our
church and community.

McCarter Stated Session Meeting
July 17, 2017 4pm
All session members present: Marian Elliott, Jack
Perry, Kerry Caldwell, Danny McClure, and Jim
Greene,clerk, Rachel Matthews, moderator.
Rachel opened with prayer.
Minutes from May were corrected and approved.
There was no session meeting in June.
Pastor’s report. She explained the legacy proposal
that she shared with the DP Fund Committee. She
and JJim Greene met with Tandy Taylor (Triune
Mercy Center) and Tony McDade (United
Ministries) for information on starting the process.
Rachels’s email to them is included as a summary.
She is proposing focusing the DP mission funds to
become seed money for partnering with a program
that could sustain itself down the road through grant
moneys. Foundations mentioned as avenues to
research for grant money was the Community
Foundation and Hollingsworth Foundation. The
session had a long discussion and a lot of comments
were given about how to continue this path forward
for the good of the church and the will of God in
helping those we can who need it by offering our
church facility for the work of good toward ALL.
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Motion was made to call a congregational meeting
for the purpose of electing a nominating committee
for the elections of officers. This was an oversight
at the last congregational meeting. Passed. August
6 following worship. Two sessions members are
Marian and Jack (the elders rotating off this next
year) and two from the congregation.
Finance: Motion was made to have Kerry Caldwell
serve as co-treasurer with Carolyn Greene. Passed
without objection. Reminder to all elders to work
on their budget requests for 2018.
Building and Grounds: Projects still underway.
Lights are almost finished. Front doors in process.
A support group, New Freedom wanted to start
using our facility again. They submitted the
building use policy. They also emailed three
questions they wanted answered. The session first
answered the questions: The building use policy is
$125. For up to four hours of use, that includes prep
and clean up time. They were requesting two hours
a week with what we perceived as two hours of
prep and clean up time. Then there was an extra ½
hour extra per month, We surmised that the request
was for an equivalent of four hours a week, or $125.
a week. The Anniversary Saturday we surmised
would be$125. by itself on a Saturday.
The motion was made to approve the group’s actual
request to use the building twice a week. After a
discussion, the vote did not pass.
This is the reason: the session realized that it was
not far enough along in its own church program
planning to be able to approve the request of an
outside group coming in consistently twice a week
in the evenings. They noted the possible legacy
plans that might be which will involve other groups
in the church using the church in the 5-8pm time
period and will involve children.This new proposal
will would be using the main floor, the social hall,
and other rooms in the church. The session felt that
it would be unfair to the new support group to
approve their request for consistent use right now
only to turn right around and ask them to leave if
this church plan comes to pass. Therefore, they did
not want to make the building available for

consistent use by outside groups until we finish the
process of decision making around these program
goals.
In a separate motion, the session did approve the use
of their one time anniversary gathering on Saturday
in September with the $125 for four hours if they
want to consider our church for that event following
the building use policy. The session needs their dates
and times.
Rachel was appointed to notify the group of the
session’s decision.
The business next to the church, J. Freeman and
Associates, wanted to use the parking lot during the
solar eclipse and we are invited to join them for the
event on August 21, from 1-3pm. There was no
objection.
Eucation, Nurture, and Fellowship: Covered dish
meal after church on July 23 to celebrate and
evaluate the first part of the year, to answer questions
and get feedback from the congregation on the legacy
proposal. Session will be given copies of Shepherd
list to call. On August 27, the church has planned an
outing to go to Flat Rock Theater.
A work day is planned for September 30. Contract
with El Camino church to clear the brush grown up
around the fence and under trees.
Worship: Ordered bulletin covers to save on ink.
Piano is being tuned Tuesday, July 24 at 10am. The
Bible in the sanctuary is being rebound (approx.
$175.)Regular communion is August 6. Session
authorized Marian Elliott to purchase two napkins for
the communion set.
Witness and Service: United Ministries baskets are
low. Nothing has been taken to UM or RMH since
May. Request congegation to bring more.
Community garden going well.
ATTACHMENT: July 20,2017 email to Tandy
Taylor (Triune Mercy Center) and Tony McDade
(United Ministries)
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Dear Tandy and Tony, Thank you both for taking
time out of your busy schedules to meet with me
going over the ideas on my attempt at a proposal
and answering some of my questions. I get a little
clearer every time I talk to people. Jim and I will be
able to report back to our session this evening and
hopefully flush this out more. Here are things I
tookd away from our meeting.
With regard to funding focus, what we might be
looking for is not a social worker, but a paid
volunteer coordinator who is aware of service in the
community and can be in the building to coordinate
with the groups that are there. That person can
provide accountabiity with the resources given out
and referrals made. Tony mentioned obtaining
funding for that person, funding for child care
workers (2) to assist the ESL or Circles group
and/or GED groups, and funding for a meal each
week (and 2x a week if meeting twice a week), as
well as outlining the assets (building use,etc)we can
offer these groups. Needed: research the cost of
the meal catered (fund some, request meal from
partnering congregations?) Theology of
Communion.
The congregation need to really understand what to
expect as we step out helping the needs of this
community, especially the homeless and the
boundaries that are needed for that. Even opening
the building up to more use. ( The more cars in the
parking lot, the more folks off the street we will be
attracting. Are we prepared for who that is?) Tandy
shared how Triune sits down with individuals that
are asking for aide. People needing food who have
kitchens receive one kind of aid (box) and request
by people without kitchens another (ziplock
bags).The aid that is given has boundaries, only one
time direct food aid in 60 days. Recordkeeping and
follow up with individuals about what barriers in
their life that are getting in their way to living fully
and what they are doing about addressing the
barriers provide accountability. There has to be an
atmosphere in the church of unconditional positive
regard, (Triune) Yet at the same time toughness
around the love. Beth Templeton’s curriculum
might be one we want to utilize or try again for a
dialogue sermon going that Tony and I had hoped

to have! What happens to the money that is given
out? When you feed the dragon, you are responsible
after that.
What is our time frame? GED and ESL groups are
oriented around 9-5 classes. We might be looking at
the off times for people who work all day and need to
get education at non-class schedules. Thus, organize
around 5-8pm , meal plus cohort. Meet people as
they need by appt, (phone and technology). What we
might be able to offer that is not being offered is
helping people get around the transportaion
challenge of buses and location.
People for McCarter to follow with: SHARE
(Circles)-meal, child care, cohort, HISPANIC
ALIIANCE –Adela Mendoza at University Center,
SULLIVAN CENTER, GREENVILLE LITERACY
ASSOCIATION, SHEPHERD’S GATE is near us.
What do they need?
Lisa Hall –United Ministries adult ed program.
McCarter can strengthen partnerships with other
congregations. The Wesleyan Church. Build on
minister alliance and congregations of St. Giles, John
Knox, Pelham Rd., UCC, Foohills Presbytery.
Locate foundations that issue grants to make our
funds go farther- Symmes Graham.
We really need to be clear about the assets we are
willing to give. Are we looking for rental money or
how to be good stewards of our building? Are we
willing to be engaged in understanding and
interacting with the population we are trying to help?
I look forward to when I see you next. I expect a
whole new set of questions as these begin to get
answered. This is exciting and I pray that God will
guide us.
Peace, Rachel
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