McCarter Messenger
May June 2017
“God is LOVE”

McCarter Presbyterian Church is an
inclusive community of faith, gathered
and empowered by the Spirit of God.
We declare that our mission is to proclaim
and exhibit, by word and deed, the grace,
mercy and love of God as revealed and
made known by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Greetings! April
and May have flown by. And a lot has
happened. At the last newsletter I was
writing about installing the community
garden. Now the garden has several large
tomatoes and promise of more, a bed of
lettuce and spinach, three squash plants, a
bed of okra and a couple of pepper plants! We
had St. Giles Children’s choir come and sing
for us at the end of April which was
wonderful! We have had a couple of guest
musicians. We have relaunched our Facebook
page and added Instagram and Twitter. The
new carpet and new doors have been
installed. And, praise the Lord, this morning
the basement was filled with children for the
first time in years. We are renting the
basement to our backyard neighbors, Iglesia
Wesleyana El Camino, who are using three
rooms on Sunday morning for their children’s
Sunday School. We are so grateful that what
was empty is now filled and God’s Word is
being shared. This morning during worship
my father sang a beautiful piece of music,
Panis Angelicas, with the words of the Lord’s

Prayer. He and my mother were visiting
this week for my youngest son’s high
school graduation. I was so glad to show
off McCarter Presbyterian! A lot of
activity!
Today is the last day of the Easter Season
and this weekend we remember Jesus’
Ascension into heaven. Next weekend, we
will remember Pentecost. On the day of
Jesus’ Ascension, which you can find in
Luke 24 and Acts 1, the disciples were left
gazing into the heavens where Jesus left.
In this divine moment, gazing prayerfully
at Jesus was not the end of the story for
the disciples. Messengers from God came
to redirect the disciples gaze from the
clouds to the horizon, from up above to
straight ahead, to remind them that Jesus
had wanted them in Jerusalem, for a
purpose, to wait for the Holy Spirit, to
prepare for his direction, to settle
themselves and get ready to be his
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, to
all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and Son and Holy
Spirit, living into the promise that Jesus
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would be with them until the end of the age.
I wondered in today’s sermon if the disciples
were disappointed that Jesus wasn’t going to
come back right away in person after that
last disappearance. I wondered if they felt a
little helpless knowing that what was going
to happen next was going to be up to them.
They were going to have to do the witnessing.
They were going to have to retell the stories
of Jesus. They were going to have to go back
to the place where Jesus was crucified and
where they were possibly being hunted down
for blasphemy because they knew him. They
were going to have to go into the unfamiliar
and distasteful lands of Samaria where
people did not like them and they weren’t
crazy about the Samaritans either. I wonder
if the disciples felt at all like Jonah wanting
to run the other direction or go back to gazing
in the clouds. It is sometimes easier to look
into the clouds rather than step out toward a
horizon you have never seen before.
But, they went. And the Holy Spirit came to
help them. And, they preached. And, people
have been praying and listening and acting in
the world ever since. In fact, disciples have
lived in such a way that sometimes they have
had to make monumental decisions because
of where they believe the Holy Spirit was
leading them to go. And, it hasn’t been easy.
Sometimes the decisions have been
unpopular and even heartbreaking.
Sometimes whole nations get caught up
fighting for, not just witnessing for, ideals
that seem to be coming from God. This is
Memorial Day weekend too. And, we honor
people who died to protect their country.
Many of those that died felt called by God to
serve as they did. Take the Presbyterians in
this country that came over from England
who thought God was leading them to
support an American Revolution. Our
Presbyterian Church (USA) website,
www.pcusa.org, has a wonderful article about
the Presbyterians involved in this important
time in history.

Sometimes being called by God to witness
to the ends of the earth, means taking
stands and changing the ways things have
always been done. May your gaze help you
pause long enough to wait for the Holy
Spirit and then may it take you forward
with courage, honoring and serving all
people, rejoicing in power you have been
given.
Looking ahead in the next couple of
months, we will have a guest pianist on
Father’s Day. We will have Tony McDade
from United Ministries come and preach a
dialogue sermon with me on June 25. We
may have some other guest preachers this
summer as well!. We have an ice cream
social being planned for some time in July.
Stay tuned for these dates.
Friends, the Spirit is moving here at
McCarter. Don’t miss it! Come and
worship with us and bring your family and
friends.
Peace, The Rev. Dr. Rachel Matthews

Important Events for May/June
Sunday School at 9:15AM
Sunday Worship at 10:30AM
May 6 Supper Club
May 14 Mother’s Day Offering
May 18 Monthly Session Meeting
June 4 Pentecost Sunday
June 18 Father’s Day
July 4 Fourth of July
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Foothills Presbytery Events
By Kerry Caldwell
April 5th- Ambassador’s Gathering
This event was held in Easley, South Carolina
at Foothills Retirement Center. Mandy Turner,
Rachel Matthews, and Kerry Caldwell attended.
Mandy is an official ambassador.
Registration began at 10:30am where about fifty
individuals gathered in the chapel to hear
speakers discuss and update everyone on the
five Presbyterian Retirement Homes. They are
located in Easley, Columbia, Clinton, Florence
and Summerfield, SC.
A lengthy update was given on the Summerfield
facility concerning the modernization of it,
especially in the health care unit.
One of the primary speakers, Kathy Rudder
Ligon eloquently spoke about the beautiful
Easley Retirement Home where her mother,
Jackie Rudder lives. Kathy and I both attended
Wade Hampton High and were friends. What
fun it was to reconnect and play catch up.
April 27th-Small Church Gathering
The second gathering was hosted by
Piedmont Presbyterian Church where Rachel
Matthews, Kerry Caldwell, and Jim and
Carolyn Greene attended.
The group arrived early and walked to the
seven acre park adjacent to the side of the
beautiful, old, and stately church with its tall,
bell tower steeple.
Rachel, our minister, spoke following the
delicious supper and offered a slide
presentation of McCarter, including our
garden set up and planting day. She shared
our mutual, warm connections with our
neighboring El Camino church and told how
both churches participated in a wonderful, bilingual worship service on January 15, 2017
at McCarter. This service featured our
US/Mexican border missionaries, Rev. Mark

Adams and his wife, Miriam Escobar, who
discussed their border ministry. They support
the ministry of Frontero de Cristo in sharing
the good news of Jesus Christ on both sides of
the border.
Mark and Miriam told the importance of the
coffee bean crop and the fair trade advantage
that prevents Mexican families and workers
from having their profits fall into the hands of
greedy corporations where they receive little
or no compensation for their work and efforts.
April 30th-Foothills Presbytery 103rd Stated
Meeting
This meeting convened at Nicholtown
Presbyterian Church in Greenville, SC with
the 200 seat capacity of the church packed.
Attendees were treated to a glorious rendition
of the hymn, “Order My Steps in Your Word”,
followed by the presentation of special
committee and council reports.
Debbie Foster did an outstanding job in
discussing “Living Into Abundance” as an
answer and replacement for the attitude of
scarcity that surfaced in the past in response
to hardships driven by struggling economic
issues. Living missionally and striving to
reclaim our Presbyterian heritage were
principal points. She also emphasized how
stewardship was integral to our discipleship.
The last two speakers were John Mark
Matthews and J. D. Dawson, representing the
Presbytery’s Youth Ministries. They shared
some of their experiences and perspectives as
high school seniors. A hallmark was the mini
Montreat Spring Retreat. Aspirations for a
balanced life of faith were explored and
discussed. The need to step out and
sometimes take risks was examined.
We all realize how much can be gained by
supporting our youth in “prayerful eagerness”
for years to come. In doing so, we are well on
our way to “Living in Abundance.”
________________________________________
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McCarter Stated Session Meeting
April 20, 2017, 4 pm
Rev. Rachel Matthews called the meeting to order at 4 PM and opened with prayer. All session members were present. A quorum
was called.
Rachel reported that she talked to Rev. Frankie of El Camino Church behind us and they would like to use our facility. They
would consider helping to pay for it through bartering services for payment. The community garden will be planted on Saturday
April 22, 9am to 10:30 am with help from El Camino members or pastor.
The session reviewed the membership roll. A motion was made and seconded to remove Sharon Loggins, Beth Nelson and Susan
and Jeff Scribner from the rolls. They have been on the inactive list since 2015. Charles and Heather Lollis and family will
remain on the active roll. Shannon Nix and family will be sent a letter to be moved to the inactive roll unless they respond
otherwise. It was reported they have been attending another congregation. Motion passed.
Kerry was approved to be elder commissioner to attend Foothills Presbytery meeting April 30th at 2pm at the Nicholtown
Presbyterian Church in Greenville. The Small Church Gathering in Piedmont will be attended by Jim and Kerry and Rachel on
Thursday April 27 at 6:15pm.
The minutes for the March 16th session meeting were voted on and approved with no change.
Jack reported on building and grounds. Carpet will be installed May 8-10. LED lights to be installed in May. Roof was checked
out due to hail storm all ok. Trash bins and recycle bins that were blown away is being addressed. Damaged church sign is in
process of being fixed.
Marian reported on worship committee: The Worship committee thanks all who prepared and attended the Maundy
Thursday service. The lilies donated in honor or in memory of dear ones added so much to our service. That is a special day of
our year. Everyone enjoyed the special music Easter Sunday morning. Thank you to Ben Matthews. Easter season will be
observed until June 4 which will be Pentecost day. That also will be communion day. We always welcome fresh flowers from
your gardens. Sign your name on the flower chart in the hall to select a day. Please volunteer for a Sunday in the month to
greet/usher. That would be appreciated. See Duane Lonkey for information.
Kerry reported on witness and service: Compost and topsoil were purchased and put into raised beds on Tuesday 3/21. Rachel,
Dan, Greg Caldwell, whose truck was used, and Kerry layered the materials. Tomato plants were bought Thursday 4/20 and
seeds were ordered by Carolyn. Saturday 4/22/17 will be planting time. Rev. Tandy Taylor preached 3/26/17 in Rachel’s absence.
Wonderful sermon comparing Judas betrayal and Peter’s denial of knowing Jesus. April 5 was Ambassador’s Meeting in Easley
at Foothills Retirement Center; on of 5 Presbyterian Communities in South Carolina. Kathy Kigan was the primary speaker
along with Justin Fant and Rev. Joseph Gaston. Pavillon hosted an Addiction Awareness Community Day at McCarter
Presbyterian on 3/28/17 at 6:30-8 in the fellowship hall which was packed. Dr. John Roberts held everyone’s attention with his
scientific explanation of the neurological disease that is addiction. He even braved on through the slide projector going out with
great humor and expertise of presenting important information. Listed items for United Ministries was taken Monday 4/10/17
and to Ronald McDonald House Tuesday 4/11/17. Calls were made to Charlie and Agnes Houston and Jean Lindsey and Marion
Elliott. Formulating a proposal for the congregation called BOGO, Bless One Give One, for Ronald McDonald wish list
contribution.
Danny reported on education and fellowship: The children’s choir from St. Giles will be singing at 3 PM on April 23. He would
like a Supper Club soon, and discussed a possible trip to Flat Rock Playhouse. Also, El Camino would love to have an ice cream
social together with us, perhaps in July. They would like to try an activity together once a quarter.
Jim reported on marketing on Facebook is up and running. Daily scriptures will be placed on Facebook using an inspirational
app. New choir robes are being looked at with catalog on order to arrive soon. Coffee is for sale for our border ministry with
Mexico. A dollar from each bag sold will go to the Presbyterian Women for their mission giving.
Meeting adjourned at 5:15 Rachel closed with prayer. Next session meeting will be May 18, 2017, 4pm
Submitted,
Jim Greene, Clerk of Session
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Special Thanks for Easter Lily Donations
Kerry and Dixon Caldwell in memory of Dan and
Sis Caldwell and Anne Turner.
Marian Elliott in memory of her family.
Carolyn and Jim Greene in honor of their
grandchildren, Emma, Ida and Opal.
Earl and Karalyn Kalbach in memory of their
loved ones.
Betty Kunz in memory of her sister, Frances
Kuykendall, 93 years young.
Danny McClure in honor of Hannah and Ava
Tolar and in memory of Donna Sims McClure.
Rachel Matthews in honor of McCarter Session
and in honor of the El Camino Church leaders.
Jack and Tempie Perry in memory of their
parents.
The lilies were arranged to form a beautiful cross
in our sanctuary to remind all of us of the
wonderful resurrection of our Savior and Lord
Jesus Christ.
Appreciation is extended to all who donated the
beautiful lilies that helped to remind us of God’s
love for all creation, even the lilies of the field.
Amen
_______________________________
Supper Social
A special thank you to Jim and Carolyn Greene
for the invitation to their home on May 6 for a
wonderful social and delicious low country boil
(shrimp, sausage, potatoes, and corn on the cob).
Sides included great salads and derby pie.
Since it was Kentucky Derby Day, we all picked
a horse that we wanted to win and crossed our
fingers that we chose the right one. We laughed
at the outrageous hats worn by the ladies at the
derby and waited patiently for race that is over
in a few minutes. Last, but not least, we ate the
wonderful low country boil. Great time!

Mother’s Day 0ffering
May 14, 2017
The Mother’s Day Offering benefits senior adults
who live in one of the Presbyterian Retirement
communities. Occasionally, our seniors
experience unexpected, health crisis events that
diminish their savings, so that they can no longer
pay for all their medical and living expenses and
require assistance.
The donations to the Mother’s Day offering go a
long way in enabling the Presbyterian
communities to offer charitable care to those
individuals who have exhausted their savings due
to unforeseen circumstances beyond their control.
McCarter received $315.00 in donations for this
Presbyterian special offering.
Thanks to all of you who contributed to this
worthy cause.
Rigby Library Update and Women of the Church
News
-- Tempie Perry, Moderator
The new carpet has been installed down the
hallway and in the social hall and looks fabulous.
The Rigby Library was recently cleaned and
organized by a few of the women and everyone is
invited to browse through the many books and
choose one or ten to take home and read. When
you have read your favorites, just remember to
bring them back to the church library and choose a
few more favorites. There are biographies,
mysteries, NY best sellers, romance and historical
novels, and several types of religious literature.
Charlotte and Dan Rigby donated numerous
pictures and beautiful furniture in the hallway and
social hall. In addition, they donated a beautiful
desk for Rachel’s office. Their gifts added to the
beauty of our church immensely. Thanks so much.
In addition, I remind you that all women are
members of “Women of the Church” and we are
actively planning a brunch for the fall, possibly
September. Watch for specifics later on.
The women are saving up for another bazaar,
although it probably won’t be this year. The money
is used to buy needed items for the church and
especially the kitchen. Ten percent of the proceeds
go to charitable organizations locally and globally.
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United Ministries Food Pantry
When you do your weekly
grocery shopping, remember to
pick up a couple of extra cans of
food or a box of dry cereal to
donate to the food pantry. This
is one of our local missions and
our help and assistance is needed year-round.
Last year the food pantry provided food to 2000
individual households with the total number of
people served reaching 4,000. Every can or box of
food donated doubles in value at United Ministries.
When the pantry doesn’t have to purchase food,
that money can be redirected to fund other services
like heat, housing or education.
Please continue to support this wonderful mission
and let’s work together to wipe out hunger in our
local communities. McCarter is an important part
of this mission.
Kerry Caldwell coordinates the food pantry
donations for McCarter. She could use help with
the delivery to United Ministries.

Montie Burger, Jean Lindsey,
Agnes Houston, Charlie
Houston, Andrew McAllister,
D.B. McCauley, Deryl
McKinney, Christine Ferguson.
Also remember our missionaries,
Rev. Mark Adams and Miriam Escobar. Pray for
President and world leaders. Pray for our
graduates. Pray for children everywhere and
soldiers and veterans. Let’s pray that God’s will
be done on earth as in heaven.
SPECIAL MUSIC IN APRIL/MAY
April 16th- Beautiful Saxophone solo- Benjamin
Matthews
April 23RD- St. Giles Children’s Choir performed
at 2:00pm on Sunday afternoon. I felt as though
I was listening to young angels. Their angelic
voices and special bell and instruments filled
the sanctuary with joy and thanksgiving. I
couldn’t stop smiling during the entire program.
Members from McCarter, St. Giles, and the El
Camino Church filled the church and were
rewarded with an hour of wonderful singing.
Many thanks to the children and their director,
Charlene Means.
May 21st- Thomas Palmer rendered an inspiring
piano solo.

General Fund
Building Fund
Money Market
CD
DP Fund
Pepsico Stock

$4,826.
$19,447.
$35,406.
$26,609.
$75,751.
$8,048.

Remember to put a buck in the offering plate each
Sunday for our building fund.

Presbyterian Women to Fund Missionary
Efforts at U.S Mexican Border

What a blessing to have these young people
share their gifts with our church. We are very
grateful for their performances.
If you know of someone you would like to
provide special music for our worship service,
please let Rachel know. We can’t forget our
special Kathy who provides beautiful music
every Sunday. We couldn’t do without her
dedication and devotion and her special musical
talent. We thank you, Kathy!

The women of our church are selling Café Justo
coffee to help in the support of missionaries Rev.
Mark Adams and Miriam Escobar in their border
ministry. One pound bags are available to purchase
for $12 a bag, and are outside Rachel’s office.
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Q:

On the lighter side…………

A:

Where is the first tennis match mentioned
in the bible?
When Joseph served in Pharoah’s Court.

Q:
A:

How does Moses make his coffee?
Hebrews it.

Q:

How do we know that Peter was a rich
fisherman?
By his net income.

The Prayer of Cyrus Brown
“The proper way for a man to pray,”
Said Deacon Lemuel Keys,
“and the only proper attitude is
down upon his knees.”
“No, I should say the way to pray,”
Said Rev. Doctor Wise, “is standing
straight with outstretched arms
and rapt and upturned eyes.”
“Oh, no, no, no,” said Elder Slow,
“Such posture is too proud:
A man should pray with eyes fast
closed and head contritely bowed.”
“It seems to me his hands should be
austerely clasped in front
with both thumbs pointing toward
the ground,”
said Rev. Doctor Blunt.

A:

Q:
A:

What kind of man was Boaz before he
married?
Ruthless.

On the serious side…………………………
HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY TO EVERYONE

“Las’ year I fell in Hodgkin’s well
head first,” said Cyrus Brown,
with both my heels a-stickin’ up,
my head a-pinting down;
“an’ I made a prayer right then an’
there. The prayingest prayer I ever prayed,
a-standing on my head.”
Sam Walter Foss

Q:
A:

Which bible character is a locksmith?
Zaccheus

Q

What kind of lights did Noah have on his
ark?
Floodlights

A:
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