McCarter Messenger

McCarter Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of
faith, gathered and empowered by the Spirit of God. We
declare that our mission is to proclaim and exhibit, by word
and deed, the grace, mercy and love of God as revealed and
made known by our Lord Jesus Christ.

beautiful and peaceful space to sit and read
and visit. We have a new book exchange
corner for those of us who love to read and
love to share. Thanks to everyone who set
up, donated, served, cleaned up and enjoyed!
Peace, Rachel
Upcoming Calendar of Events
Oct. 9 - Commitment Sunday (and delivery
to Ronald McDonald House)
Oct. 16 - Session
Oct. 23 – Rev. Justin Cazel will be preaching.
Oct. 30 - All Saint's Sunday

Friends, the neighborhood came together at
the Church Bazaar. It was so great to see
how we provided a service to the community
in so many ways with this Bazaar.
1. We were able to declutter!
2. Others were able to purchase at a reduced
cost.
3. We had fellowship around the table with
some delicious baked goods and terrific BBQ!
4. I met people I never met before from the
neighborhood! And, caught up with old
friends.
5. We served several different mission groups
that PW will give to: all $2000 plus raised
went toward mission.
The whole thing makes me feel great.
And, did you see the transformation of the
hallway outside the social hall?! It is a

Nov. 6 - Elliott Smith, President of
Thornwell will be preaching.
Nov. 13 - Rob Lewis, Security Assessment
Specialist, Community Outreach
Team, Greenville Police Department, will
speak. Ronald McDonald House Delivery
Nov. 20 Christ the King - Decorate the
Church - Session Meeting. Budget approval.
Nov 27 First Sunday in Advent (Lectionary
Year A begins.)
Dec. 4 Second Sunday in Advent
Dec. 11 Third Sunday in Advent, Ronald
McDonald Delivery
Dec. 18 Fourth Sunday in Advent, Session
Meeting
Dec. 24 (Saturday night) Christmas eve
service.
Dec. 25 Christmas Sunday
Jan. 1 New Year’s Day.

Danny McClure
I’m on Facebook a lot lately, probably more
than I should be. It’s amazing what you can
find out there, and sometimes you can meet
people you’d never imagine. One of the most
popular subjects on my site centers around
God; people send me all sorts of tidbits and
sayings. My favorite right now features
actor Tom Hanks, and has him saying
something like “You’d have to be crazy not to
believe in God.” (Tom Hanks is right.)
There are more, many more, in fact, but
some of my favorites have to do with “where
God is”. Everybody wants to know, is He in
this place, or that place, or does He like the
big Mega Churches better than small
churches? Okay, I’ll ask you, “where do you
think God is?” The answer I’m looking for
is “anywhere you are”. In fact, years ago at a
small church called Emanuel Baptist Church
in Miami, my pastor Thomas Strong told
me “that as a Child of God, He is everywhere
you are”. That would mean if you attend a
church with 6,000 people, He’s
there. Likewise, if you’re in a church of 30,
like ours, He’s there also. That’s good!
Personally, I believe Pastor Strong is right God is everywhere. If you’re on the 9th hole
at Verdae at daybreak, He’s there; I’ve been
on the course at daybreak, and I’m sure He’s
there - just look around. If you just happen
to be walking on the Swamp Rabbit Trail,
He’s there also. And if you just happen to be
in the kitchen at home, by yourself, yep He’s right there.

Being everywhere isn’t easy, but when you’re
God, you can cover a lot of territory. On that
Saturday, December 11, 2011, when my
heart stopped in the Moose Café, in
Asheville, I have no doubt that God was
there, there’s no other explanation. When
something like that happens, and there’s a
heart specialist sitting right next to you, it’s
no accident. When your heart has stopped
for at least 5 minutes (I was told), and it’s
restarted successfully on scene, God’s there,
it’s no accident.
Looking back at that day, (as I do every day),
I had some of the best care I could have ever
hoped for. Once again, God was with me,
but He was with them also. Yes, God Is
everywhere!
And so it is here at McCarter, we’re small in
number maybe, but do not doubt that God is
here. Our choir director, Charlie Houston, is
taking treatments, and we miss him when he
isn’t here, but he isn’t by himself - neither is
Agnes. We’ll continue to pray for him, as
well as others who have need for
prayers. Please pray for our choir, and
Kathy, while we continue to bring you hymns
every Sunday; if you have a favorite, we’d
like to know.
We’d still like to see additional ushers each
Sunday; we could use about 4 more, I
think. It’s not hard (I know I always say
that, but it’s really not), and I think you’d
enjoy it more than you realize. Same with
the Flower Chart; still has some open dates
just looking for you. Worldwide Communion
is coming up on Sunday, October 2nd, hope
to see you in church that Sunday.
“Autumn … the year’s last, loveliest
smile.”
“I’m so glad I live in a world where there
are Octobers.”
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opportunities available. GAIHN has a part
time receptionist, and the staff would like to
have the phones manned full time while the
office is open. So, below are the times we
would like to fill with a volunteer.
Volunteers usually work one shift a week,
but that is negotiable.
Darrell Privatte
We decided to take a month off from our
lunch and guest speaker during September
and October as we had so much going on
with the Bazaar and other activities.
Our next planned speaker and lunch will be
on November 13th. Rob Lewis from the
Greenville Police Department will speak to
us about home security and staying safe.
Come join us for what should be a very
informative discussion.
If you have any subjects you are interested in
hearing more about, please let me know.
We’re never too old to learn!

•
•
•
•
•
•

Duties of these volunteers:
•
•

•
•
•

OUR NEW BOOK EXCHANGE
Browse and enjoy! It’s so easy!
We have quite a variety of books, and we are
gaining new books weekly! Our new book
exchange is set up in the corner of the lower
hall off the Fellowship Room. You can’t miss
it! Easy instructions are on the book case….
Check out a book any time, bring a book any
time. It’s all about sharing! Please write
your name in the books you bring, especially
if you would eventually like to have them
back. Please use the sign out sheet so that
we know who has the books and more
importantly a reminder to our “book
borrowers” that the books came from the
“Book Corner” at McCarter.
United Ministries Volunteer
Opportunities
With the joining together of GAIHN and
United Ministries, we have new volunteer

Mondays 1:00 – 4:00
Tuesdays 1:00 – 4:00
Wednesdays 1:00 – 4:00
Thursdays 8:30 – 11:30
Thursdays 11:30 – 2:30
Thursday 2:30 – 4:00

Check voicemails and return phone calls
Answer phones, complete screening forms for
potential new families, provide resources on
phone as needed
Organize files
Make copies as needed and put together
welcome packets
Need to be friendly, compassionate, yet firm
Transportation volunteer needed:
Miracle Hill brings the men in their
Overcomers Program to our Employment
Readiness program weekly. Miracle Hill
brings them in a van, but they are unable to
pick them up to return them to their
Overcomers Home on Pleasantburg Drive.

•
•

Male drivers are needed Monday – Thursday
You would come to United Ministries at
11:45 to get our UM van. You would
transport the men to their home and return
to United Ministries to retrieve your vehicle.
If you have an interest in or questions about
any of these opportunities, please contact
Claire Winkler at 335-2618 or
cwinkler@united-ministries.org.
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Below is a record of how the money from our
bazaars of 2015 and 2016 helped our
community and friends. Again, thank you
all for helping. We couldn’t do it without
you!

Tempie Perry & Carolyn Greene

THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!! THANK
YOU!! Our Presbyterian Women had a very
successful bazaar, and we want to thank
every member here for their help, especially
our men who worked just as hard as the
women. We sold some delicious baked goods.
(I know they were good because I ate some
and brought some home.) We sold a variety
of delightful items that you contributed that
flew out the door with happy visitors as a
steady stream came through beginning
before 8:00 am
I have to THANK our many women and men
who worked the entire week prior bringing in
loads of furniture, pictures, books, clothing,
floral arrangements, jewelry, etc. and
making our community room and social hall
into a welcoming marketplace. I arrived
Saturday morning about 7:15 as the sun rose
over East North Street to find some of our
members already there working to set their
tables up.

Souper Bowl
50.00
Mother’s Day Offering
50.00
Presbyterian World Mission
100.00
Thornwell Home
300.00
Bibles for Thornwell
314.00
New Harmony Pres. Flood Relief 50.00
Trinity Pres. Flood Relief
50.00
Charles-Atlantic Flood Relief
50.00
Thornwell Home
150.00
Joy Offering
50.00
One Great Hour of Sharing
150.00
United Ministries
50.00
Officer Jacobs Memorial
30.00
NFT Transplant Fund
25.00
Thornwell School Supplies
100.00
Jim Greene’s Mother’s Funeral Meal
Judy Pew’s Mother’s Funeral Meal
We thank God for enabling us to give to
these agencies.

Advertisement was a great key to this event,
so THANK YOU to those who put our notices
on social media, the newspaper and those
who made and placed our many signs on
Pelham and East North and on our new
wonderful church sign

It’s intriguing to think of people in Bible
times experiencing the same cycle of seasons
we do. Which of these books doesn’t mention
autumn?

We raised approximately $2,150. To be used
for Presbyterian Disaster Relief, Thornwell,
and area non-profits, and we gave our leftover items to Miracle Hill Ministries.

A. Matthew
B. Jeremiah
C. Proverbs
D. Jude

But equal to the money raised for these
groups was the fellowship and comradery of
our congregation working together and
meeting each other's extended family and
friends as they came in the door.

Answer: A (See Proverbs 20:4, ESV;
Jeremiah 5:24; Jude 1:12.)
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You Helped Us Before, God, Help Us
Again
by Helen Steiner Rice

Myrtice Foster (Kathy Brown’s mother)
Peggy Shoemaker (Darrell Privatte’s mother)
Charlie Houston
Dixon Caldwell
John and Judy Pew
Montie Burger
Martha Taylor (friend of Mandy Turner)
Gina Fooshang (niece of Tempie Perry)
Julie Powell (daughter of Rachel Burt)
Eddie Sue Ware
Bettie Landreth
Rene Chambers
Jade Chambers
Dann Franks
Vonda Smith McAlister
Tiffany Greer
Lori Bishop
Deryl McKinney
Shannon High
Donna McClure
Amanda Owens, 7 years old, and her dad
David Turner and family

O God, Our Help in Ages Past,
Our Hope in Years to be
Look down upon this present
And see our need of Thee....
For in this age of unrest,
With danger all around,
We need Thy hand to lead us
To higher, safer ground...
We need Thy help and counsel
To make us more aware
That our safety and security
Lie solely in Thy care....
Give us strength and courage
To be honorable and true
Practicing your precepts
In everything we do.
And keep us gently humble
In the greatness of Thy love
So someday we are fit to dwell
With Thee in Peace above.
Thank you Tempie for submitting this
beautiful poem!
Sermons Around Us
William Shakespeare wrote of times when
"our life … finds tongues in trees, books in
the running brooks, sermons in stones and
good in everything."
The month of October can preach
breathtaking sermons. It speaks in the
glorious colors of leaves, the splendor of the
abundant harvest, the grass whitened by the
first frost, the honking birds flying to their
winter haven and busy squirrels gathering
nuts before snow covers their feeding ground.
How wonderful October's sermons are, and
how they bless us. Thank you, Lord!

Charley George

10/31
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A college senior took his girlfriend to a
football game. As the game started, he
said, "Watch the guy wearing number
18. I expect him to be our best man next
year."
"Oh, Honey," she said. "That's such a
cute way to propose. I accept!"

A young football player was desperate to
talk to his coach. He called him at home
and his wife answered. "I'm afraid he's
not here. But if you give me your
number, I'll ask him to call you."
The young man replied, "26."

They built a new football stadium in Warsaw
but found out they can't use it. No matter
where you sit, you're behind a Pole.
Our linebacker is so strong he can even pitch
horseshoes while they're still on the horse.

After spending all day in front of the TV
watching football, Nick fell asleep and
spent the night on the sofa. His wife
woke him in the morning. "Get up, dear.
It's 20 to 7."
Nick awoke with a start! "Who's
winning?"

Q: Why are football stadiums always
cool?
By the time Ted arrived at the football
game, the first quarter was nearly over.
"Why are you so late?" his friend asked.
"I had to toss a coin to decide between
going to church and coming to the game."
"How long could that have taken you?"
"Well, I had to toss it 9 times."

A: Because they're full of fans.

Old quarterbacks never die. They just
pass away.
I would have played football, but I have
an intestinal problem - no guts.
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