McCarter Messenger

McCarter Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of
faith, gathered and empowered by the Spirit of God. We
declare that our mission is to proclaim and exhibit, by word
and deed, the grace, mercy and love of God as revealed and
made known by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Greetings Friends, The book of Acts, which
we have begun studying on Thursday
mornings at 10:30am notes that following
Pentecost the early church, "devoted
themselves to the apostles' teaching and the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers." (See Acts 2:42) It goes on to say
that the early group of followers experienced
awe, wonder, miracles and growth. They had
a generous spirt. I want you to know that we
experience the presence of the same Holy
Spirit that the early Church did every time
two or more of us gather together! And, we
have been gathering: We have had an
average attendance in worship of 25 since I
have been here in January, sometimes a
little less, sometimes a little more. We have
had regular visitors (and they keep coming
back!). It is true that we have experienced a
few trials as we struggle with an older
building. Those trials have only served to
show me the many talents we have in our
congregation from landscaping to musical to
culinary artistry! Together we experience the
wonderful spirit of fellowship that only a
small group can offer. I have really enjoyed
praying and learning on Sunday mornings
with Betty Kunz as well as teaching

on Thursday mornings. I love that we pray
for one another and learn about how to love
one another just as those early Christians
were learning!
We have three exciting things happening of
late:
1. A theme has emerged out of our praying
that our Education and Fellowship
Committee has planned our monthly
programs around: Aging with Our Eyes
Open. Read ahead for the descriptions of
these gatherings. The first one is June 26. If
you missed it, don't fret just come to the next
one July 24 and again August 28.
2. Supper Club is happening July 9. Tell us
what you are bringing by signing up at the
Mission Table!
3.The women are working on a Fall bazaar.
Collect your items and bring them to the
church. The last Saturday in September
should be a great time for the McCarter
neighborhood.
And, if you have missed going to the Furman
Music on the Lake with me, don't wait. I am
still going every Thursday. If you can't get
there to eat a picnic, the concert starts at
7:30pm. If you let me know you are coming,
I'll save you a seat. I have discovered
accidentally that some of them are in
McAlister auditorium and not at the
amphitheater so make sure you check online
or in the paper before you come.
I am really looking forward to the next
couple of months! Summer is here!
Peace, Rachel

Darrell Privatte
We have some exciting and informative
events planned for the coming months.
Mark your calendar now for our covered dish
meal and speaker on July 24th following our
morning worship service.
Our guest speaker will be Andrea Smith
from Greenville’s Senior Action program. If
you are not familiar with Senior Action, you
are going to be amazed and excited about all
of the events, facilities, and programs that
are available for you to take advantage of.
The programs and services offered at Senior
Action are comprehensive in nature with the
goal of meeting or assisting seniors with a
wide array of needs. Seniors Action
activities range from health promotion and
prevention programs, fitness programs, daily
meals, transportation (to and from our
centers, medical appointments, as well as
basic errand assistance), home care, care
management, social opportunities, lifelong
learning, and volunteerism. Because we
value the seniors of today and tomorrow, we
are dedicated to strengthening Greenville
County’s maturing population and their
families by providing access to resources
they need for physical, emotional and social
well-being.
Get ready! This is going to be awesome!!

Tempie Perry
The Ladies Lunch will meet on Thursday,
July 7, following Bible Study. We will try a
new restaurant on Pelham Rd. not far from
the church in the Publix shopping center. It
is called "Tipsy Taco". Sounds like fun and
just the place for our Presbyterian
Women! All ladies of the church are invited
and we hope all of you can attend. We have
lots of fun talking and we learn something
each time we get together.
Also, don’t forget the Bazaar! McCarter
women will be hosting the bazaar on Saturday,
September 24 from 8:00 am until 2:00 pm. We will
have coffee and doughnuts available for breakfast
and a hot dog lunch. We need your stuff! You
can start bringing your items in (remember
to price them as you bring them in, as it
makes it much easier.) We’ve found that
using masking tape works much better than
stickers that tend to fall off. You can put
your items in the big choir room and we’ll
take it from there.
Bazaar items will include baked goods, gently used
clothing, books, crafts, used furniture, and any other
used items from your home that someone else might
use. This is the ladies big fundraiser for the
year so please come out and support us! We
can do a lot of good things when we work
together!
Contact Carolyn Greene or Tempie Perry
with questions! Thanks a million!
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Supper Club

A reminder that our next Small-Church
gathering will be on Tuesday, July 19, at 6:15 at
the Piedmont Presbyterian Church.
There is no charge for this event, and a light
supper will be served. We welcome multiple
representatives from each congregation.
Kindly RSVP using our online system at
www.presbyterianfoundation.org/events. We look
forward to seeing you!
This event is open to any church member. Rachel
and Dan Rigby have attended and would love to
have anyone else go along as well and share a ride.

Bible Quiz
Who said to the prophet Nathan, “I have
sinned against the LORD”?
A. Reuben, for selling Joseph into slavery
B. Jacob, for deceiving Isaac and stealing his
brother’s birthright
C. Rahab, a prostitute
D. David, considered Israel’s greatest king
Answer: D (See 2 Samuel 12:13.)
This country will not be a good place for
any of us to live in unless we make it a
good place for all of us to live in.
—Theodore Roosevelt

All are invited!!! Donna and Danny McClure
have volunteered to host a meal at their
home on Saturday, July 9. We will gather
between 5:00 and 6:00 pm to socialize
followed by a barbecue dinner at 6:00. There
are sign-up sheets in the vestibule and
narthex. Carolyn Greene will be giving you
a call to see what side dish you would like to
bring. The McClures will furnish the
barbecue. We hope lots of you will join us,
and we thank the McClures for hosting.

Della Padgett Foundation Update
We would like to keep you updated on
improvements made to McCarter through
the generosity of Della Padgett. I know you
are aware of the new sound system, with
speakers throughout the ground floor and
ear buds for those requesting for a total cost
of $5,800. We have spent $8,000 on
landscaping. Check out the hollies planted
between us and the pest control business
next door, and look behind the building at
the work done there. We also had several
dead and failing trees removed and pruned
for $2,700.
We also paid our per capita tax of $480 and
building insurance of $2,900 from these
monies. And I know you have seen our new
lighted sign with new secure lettering which
cost $7,100.
We are working with a contractor to reseal
and restripe our parking lot. We hope to
begin this soon. We are scheduled to replace
the roof in September.
Our mission project is beginning with our covered
dish lunches after worship once a month with
speakers on "Aging With Our Eyes Open". We are
open to your ideas on this and welcome other
Mission project ideas. We have $9,500 budgeted
for this purpose.
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Danny McClure
Not much to tell here, this month - always is
a little slow this time of year, it seems. The
oppressive heat is the lead story on
everyone’s mind I think, so far. Hopefully
everyone has air conditioning available in
their auto and home, and hopefully it works well. My house had some cooling problems
earlier in the month, but was repaired
without incident. Our upstairs unit is about
17 years old, and I’m told that is the time
they start needing repairs or
replacement. Figures - we’ve lived there
about a year and a half! It is my wish that
nobody has to go through a summer with a
problem with climate control, and that
includes our church. So far, so good on that
issue…
We had some issues with power outages
earlier this month, that many of you may not
be aware of, but they were taken care of. We
only had one Sunday that was close to being
affected by one of the outages, but it was
fixed. We try very hard to keep the
sanctuary comfortable on Sundays,
especially with all the heat we’ve had this
Summer (actually we’re only 1 week into
Summer, so who knows what’s in store from
here on out). Anyway, the point is we try to
keep the thermostat around 73 - 74 degrees,
but sometimes that will change. If you are
too cold or too hot, let us know before service
begins and we will try to adjust. Please keep
in mind though, with our building built like
it is, occasionally we may have to live with it.
At this point, our cooling system works fine,
thanks to Building and Grounds.
Haven’t heard any complaints (or comments
for that matter) on the sound system, so I
will take that as good news. I have heard a

few good comments about the “hearing aids”
or portable hearing devices we purchased at
the time the sound system was installed.
They are quite simple to use, sort of like a
portable radio with an ear piece or bud. You
simply turn them on, stick the little earbud
in and adjust the volume to suit your
liking. If you’d like to try one, they’re not
complicated, and someone will be glad to
assist. The main thing we want to do, is
make sure everyone can hear the service,
without difficulty.
Still need people to fill in the flower chart.
Thanks to everyone who has signed up so
far! Getting new ushers to fill in is still a
problem, but we’re working on it. Main
thing is though, we still need you, and if
you’d like to help, please notify Duane
Lonkey, or myself. The music program is
continuing on as usual. We've thrown in
some new stuff lately and if you have other
music (or musicians) you’d like to hear,
please let Charlie Houston or Pastor Rachel
know.
In the absence of Kathy Brown, a couple of
weeks ago, we were blessed to get someone to
fill in on that Sunday. His name was
Thomas Palmer, who graduated from
Riverside High this year and will be
attending USC this fall. He will be studying
music, and I thank him, and wish him well
in his studies. Always good to hear different
music, hopefully we can find more…
One last thing; hope to see everyone at our
house for the Supper Club on July the
9th. Donna and I always look forward to it,
and we’ll see you then. In the meantime,
everyone have a great July 4th
holiday. What we really should keep in mind
is this - this country was formed by a group
of leaders who wanted to make this land a
home for everyone. It must have been
amazing back in those days to see all these
different people who came here because in
some cases they had nowhere else to go.
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They worked together, doing whatever they
could do. That’s what has always made this
country work; everyone pitched in, doing
what they knew how to do. We had all these
different people, we weren’t the same - never
have been. God gave us talents we could use
to make the whole system work, that way we
all could survive. Still is that way, I
think. Be safe, everyone!
Being and Doing Presbyterian
Part 1 of 3
Devotion 1
Covenant Faithfulness
Scripture: Exodus 18:13-27
Focus: 17Moses’ father-in-law said to him,
‘What you are doing is not good. 18You will
surely wear yourself out, both you and these
people with you. For the task is too heavy for
you; you cannot do it alone.
Book of Order:
F-1.0203 Christ Gives the Church Its
Life
Christ gives to the Church its faith and life,
its unity and mission, its order and
discipline.
Scripture teaches us of Christ’s will for the
Church, which is to be obeyed. In
the worship and service of God and the
government of the church, matters are to be
ordered according to the Word by reason and
sound judgment, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit.
Meditation:
Change, change and more change is what we
as individuals and communities live with
every day. We walk around with devices that
flash texts and tweets and emails and
newsflashes constantly. That great virtue of
patience is often sorely lacking. What an
extraordinary gift God gives us by joining us
to the Living Body of Christ where we are
loved and nurtured in His patient love.

We Presbyterians love to strive to do things
“decently and in order,” per the great charge
of our forebear, John Calvin. We have a
tendency, however, to become as harried as
Moses was when his father-in-law saw him
at work leading the Covenant community. In
this incredibly busy world the very last thing
we need is to design structures and meetings
that wear God’s people out. Instead, as wise
Jethro commended, we need to organize
ourselves in ways that meet the needs, but
that focus on helping us all discover the rich
peace of God.
The plan of organization and shared mission
that the Discernment Task Force has laid
before us is one that is aimed at helping us
be a lively, energetic people in service to God
and neighbor in the Upstate of South
Carolina. The design is founded in an
understanding of the Covenant Faithfulness
of God and one that calls us to relationships
that nurture and sustain us in the love of
Christ Jesus. As we live amidst times of
ongoing and rapid change, the design is
clear, but flexible; orderly, but open to
experimentation; established in the
Presbyterian Foundations, but aimed at
helping us live in these ever changing times.
To be energetic in witness and service, the
world needs and we need a shared life that
helps the world to see and us experience the
peace of God that passes all understanding
(see John 14:25-31).
Meditation Question: What is it about being
and doing Presbyterian gives you a sense of
God’s peace?
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Carole Browder
7/28
Update on Shannon High
Jan Privatte

Donna McClure
Montie Burger
Dixon Caldwell
Gina Fooshang (niece of Tempie)
Rachel Burt
Julie Powell (daughter of Rachel Burt)
Eddie Sue Ware and her sister Bettie Landreth
Frances Kuykendall (Betty Kunz’s sister)
Rene Chambers
Jade Chambers
Danny Franks
Vonda Smith McAlister
Tiffany Greer
Lori Bishop, (friends of Donna & Danny
McClure)
Deryl McKinney (daughter of Christine Ferguson),
Shannon High (co-worker of Jan Privatte)
For families facing disagreements, for all who are
unemployed and under employed, for all those who
are besieged by the violence of war, devastated by
the forces of nature and enduring the pain of illness
and injury, or hurting in any way, for our leaders
along with all who serve our nation, for peace in our
hearts, our homes, the church and the world, for
McCarter and the worldwide church of Jesus
Christ.

Carol Murdock
Joy Burger
Jean McAllister
Kathy Brown

7/1
7/2
7/4
7/11

I went to visit Shannon a couple weeks ago
and was very excited to see the continued
progress he is making in his recovery. As
you may remember, he was injured in a
freak accident during the Goodwill Mud Run
two years ago. His neck was broken leaving
him completely paralyzed he and was not
given a lot of hope of surviving. God and
Shannon had other plans.
While he is still unable to walk on his own,
the doctors still think it’s just a matter of
time. Shannon has a special “tricycle” and
he is able to pedal it himself to maneuver up
and down his street. That has really built up
the muscle tone in his legs. He is also able to
stand on his own for a few seconds at a time
during therapy. He’s built up his upper body
strength and control enough that he is able
to lean forward and reach down to pet his
very happy dog. As soon as he has mastered
holding a pen or pencil and can peck a few
keys on a computer, he hopes to be back at
work at Cintas in some capacity. We are all
looking forward to that day! Pretty awesome
for a man who was completely paralyzed
below the neck only 2 years ago.
Shannon acknowledges that prayer and faith
have gotten him this far so let’s continue to
help him and his wife Mandy out! She has
stood beside him, continues to work tirelessly
with him and always has a smile on her face.
(All this while raising 3 very active
teenagers.) They want everyone to know
how much your prayers are appreciated.
This family’s joy for life is absolutely
inspiring!
"It cannot be emphasized too strongly or
too often that this great nation was
founded not but religionists but by
Christians, not on religion but on the
Gospel of Jesus Christ."
– Patrick Henry
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A book never written: “Take A Breather”
by Justin Hale.
A book never written: “Living Long” by
Diane Perish.
A book never written: “How to Get Rich”
by Robin A. Bank.
A book never written: “I'm So Greedy” by
Jenna Russ.
A book never written: “How to Drive a
Manual Transmission” by Otto Matic.

A book never written: “The Star- Spangled
Banner” by Jose Kanusee.
A book never written: “American
Victories” by Norman D. Beech.
A book never written: “Coming to
America” by Anita Greencard.
A book never written: “The Parts of the
National Anthem” by Homer D. Brave.

A book never written: “How to be a Great
Pilot” by Mae Day.
A book never written: “Raising Kids” by
Bill E. Goat.
A book never written: “Warriors of Feudal
Japan” by Sam A. Rye.
A book never written: “Woodwind
Instruments” by Clara Net.
A book never written: “Deep in Debt” by
Owen A. Lott.

A book never written: “How to Become
President” by Paul O’Ticks.
A book never written: “Being Prepared” by
Justin Case.
A book never written: “Falling Off a Cliff”
by Eileen Dover.
A book never written: “Over the
Mountaintop” by Hugo First.
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“I want to say a special thank you to Giovanni Luccia who spoke today at our potluck (Sunday
June 26). He spoke on Estate Planning and Legacies. It was very informative and interesting. It
is good stewardship to use the resources that God gave us wisely. He had two handouts. One is a
list of information that is helpful for you and your loved ones to discuss prior to visiting a lawyer,
financial planner, or a doctor before major surgery. These are things you will need to know about
to carry on.
As always a special thanks to the people that brought food and set up the social hall. The
sunflowers on the table were gorgeous!”
Peace, Rachel
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