McCarter

McCarter Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of
faith, gathered and empowered by the Spirit of God. We
declare that our mission is to proclaim and exhibit, by word
and deed, the grace, mercy and love of God as revealed and
made known by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Greetings! What a fast month April was.
What I have seen in the past weeks is a
community active and praying. We have
faced illness. We are grieving. AND, we are
healing. We have gathered for bible study.
We have showed up to work and clean. We
are planting and singing despite adversity.
Praise God for the Spirit to find peace and
gratitude in the love of Jesus Christ. Let us
continue to find ways to show Christ’s love to
one another.

Messenger

The Witness and Service Committee invites
the congregation to give canned fish, spam
and fruit for United Ministries during the
month of May. There are baskets in the
Memorial Room and a box in the vestibule
for our collection. If you are able to donate,
please do.

Rachel

On May 19, 12pm-1pm there will be a Meals
on Wheels lunch at 15 Oregon Street,
Greenville, SC for people interested in
learning how you can connect members of
your church to the services of Meals on
Wheels. Please RSVP to Nichola at 864-2336565 or nbricco@mowgvl.org. Seating is
Limited.

Loving God, you nurture the world with
a mother’s tender care. Wrap your arms
around each one of us. Amen.

“Nothing is too great and nothing is too
small to commit into the hands of the
Lord.”
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The Women of the Church are planning our
Annual Fall Bazaar to be held on Saturday,
September 24th. You will be hearing more
details in the coming months. In the
meantime, please remember us as you do
your Spring cleaning and sprucing up around
your home over the next few months. Gently
used household items, decorations, tools,
small appliances, etc. are greatly
appreciated. Please also go through your
jewelry you do not wear and plan to donate it
to our bazaar. Last year we inadvertently
gave all our jewelry to Miracle Hill. Put it in
a plastic zippered bag and put in the choir
room behind the door. We would greatly
appreciate it if you would price items as you
bring them in. Thanks, and happy cleaning!

I wanted to say thank you to those of you
that have been praying for my best friend
Judy. She passed peacefully Saturday night,
April 30th. The obituary can be read
at www.thewoodmortuary.com/Judith M.
Dechant-Klinkner
Thank you all for covering for me or filling in
the blanks over these past few months. And,
thank you to the Women of the Church for
the prayer shawl as well. It was
heartwarming to see it either draped over
Judy's legs or around the shoulders of the
sitters as they kept her company in her last
hours.
Carter L. Berry
***
Dear Fellow Christians,
Charlie and I have been in a state of
constant awe from the multitude of
thoughtfulness and kindness from so many
of you. It has made a difficult time much
better because of your calls, cards, food,
flowers and prayers.
The prayer shawl was just one of the special
gifts and we treasure it as we do the dear
ladies who make this ministry possible.

Have you ever noticed the beautiful flowers
planted around the front of our church? If
so, you’ve probably also noticed Maureen
McGregor as she lovingly labored planting
and weeding, and caring for them.
The new Double Red Knockout Rose in the
center of the educational/community wing
was given in appreciation of Maureen
McGregor for all her work planting flowers
at our church! Thank you!

We pray God’s blessings on all of you as
friends and the church as a whole.
We are truly grateful and will never be able
to repay all of the blessings we have
received.
God’s blessings,
Charlie and Agnes Houston
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Honor on his 87th birthday, he refused to
accept it, writing, “I don’t consider that I
have done anything which should be the
reason for any award, Congressional or
otherwise.”
As president he paid for all of his own travel
expenses and food.

Harry Truman was a different kind of
President. He probably made as many, or
more important decisions regarding our
nation’s history as any of the other 32
Presidents preceding him. However, a
measure of his greatness may rest on what
he did after he left the White House.
The only asset he had when he died was the
house he lived in, which was in
Independence, Missouri. His wife had
inherited the house from her mother and
father and other than their years in the
White House, they lived their entire lives
there.

Modern politicians have found a new level of
success in cashing in on the Presidency,
resulting in untold wealth. Today, many in
congress also have found a way to become
quite wealthy while enjoying the fruits of
their offices. Political offices are now for
sale.
Good old Harry Truman was correct when he
observed, “My choices in life were either to
be a piano player in a whore house or a
politician. And to tell the truth, there’s
hardly any difference!
Cast your votes wisely!
Thank you Jack Perry for submitting this
article!

When he retired from office in 1952, his
income was a U.S. Army pension reported to
have been $13,507.72 a year. Congress
noting that he was paying for his stamps and
personally licking them, granted him an
“allowance” and later, a retroactive pension
of $25,000 per year.
After President Eisenhower was
inaugurated, Harry and Bess drove home to
Missouri by themselves. There was no
Secret Service following them.
When offered corporate positions at large
salaries, he declined, stating, “You don’t
want me. You want the office of the
President, and that doesn’t belong to me. It
belongs to the American people and it’s not
for sale…”
Even later, on May 6, 1971 when Congress
was preparing to award him the Medal of

Dan Rigby
Lydia Simpson
Amber Tolar
Charlie Houston
Frances George

5/1
5/4
5/23
5/25
5/26

Some of you might remember our friend
Cookie Fetzer’s husband Darrell…he also
has a birthday this month on 5/18. Happy
Birthday Darrell!
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Stop To Salute On Memorial Day
It was raining "cats and dogs" and I was late
for physical training. Traffic was backed up
at Fort Campbell and was moving way too
slowly. I was probably going to be late and I
was growing more and more impatient. The
pace slowed almost to a standstill as I passed
Memorial Grove, the site built to honor the
soldiers who died in the Gander airplane
crash, the worst redeployment accident in
the history of the 101st Airborne Division
(Air Assault). Because it was close to
Memorial Day, a small American flag had
been placed in the ground next to each
soldier's memorial plaque. My concern at the
time, however, was getting past the
bottleneck, getting out of the rain and
getting to PT on time. All of a sudden,
infuriatingly, just as the traffic was getting
started again, the car in front of me stopped.
A soldier, a private of course, jumped out in
the pouring rain and ran over toward the
grove. I couldn't believe it! This knucklehead
was holding up everyone for who knows what
kind of prank. Horns were honking. I waited
to see the butt-chewing that I wanted him to
get for making me late. He was getting
soaked to the skin. His BDUs were plastered
to his frame. I watched-as he ran up to one of
the memorial plaques, picked up the small
American flag that had fallen to the ground
in the wind and the rain, and set it upright
again. Then, slowly, he came to attention,
saluted, ran back to his car, and drove off. I'll
never forget that incident. That soldier,
whose name I will never know, taught me
more about duty, honor, and respect than a
hundred books or a thousand lectures. That
simple salute - that single act of honoring his
fallen brother and his flag - encapsulated all
the Army values in one gesture for me. It
said, "I will never forget. I will keep the
faith. I will finish the mission. I am an
American soldier." I thank God for examples
like that. And on this Memorial Day, I will
remember all those who paid the ultimate
price for my freedom, and one private,
soaked to the skin, who honored them.
~ Captain John Rasmussen

Men and Women are welcome to join us at
our Thursday, 10:30am Bible Study. We will
be studying 1 John.
The Kelly Sunday School class, a Bible study
using the Uniform Lesson series invites you
to join them Sunday mornings at 9:15.

Charlie & Agnes Houston
Carolyn Greene
D.B. McCauley (Charlotte Rigby’s father)
Maureen McGregor
Montie Burger
Andrew McAllister
Rachel Burt
Julie Powell
Eddie Sue Ware
Bettie Landreth
Deryl McKinney
Shannon High
Jade Chambers
Gina Fooshang
Barbara Lollis
Family & friends of Judy Dechant

Congratulations to Donna and Danny
McClure upon the birth of their
granddaughter Ava Dean Tolar, 6lbs 14oz.!
What a joyful blessing!
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~What I've Learned...
(Grandparents Sharing their Wisdom)
- Age 6
~ I've learned that I like my teacher because
she cries when we sing "Silent Night"
- Age 7
~ I've learned that our dog doesn't want to
eat my broccoli either
- Age 24
~ I've learned that silent company is often
more healing than words of advice

- Age 52
~ I've learned that keeping a vegetable
garden is worth a medicine cabinet full of
pills
- Age 53
~ I've learned that regardless of your
relationship with your parents, you miss
them terribly after they die
- Age 58
~ I've learned that making a living is not the
same thing as making a life

- Age 26
~ I've learned that brushing my child's hair
is one of life's great pleasures

- Age 61
~ I've learned that if you want to do
something positive for your children, work to
improve your marriage

- Age 29
~ I've learned that wherever I go, the world's
worst drivers have followed me there

- Age 62
~ I've learned that life sometimes gives you a
second chance

- Age 30
~ I've learned that if someone says
something unkind about me, I must live so
that no one will believe it

- Age 64
~ I've learned that you shouldn't go through
life with a catchers mitt on both hands You
need to be able to throw something back

- Age 42
~ I've learned that there are people who love
you dearly but just don't know how to show it

- Age 65
~ I've learned that if you pursue happiness,
it will elude you, but if you focus on your
family, the needs of others, your work,
meeting new people, and doing the very best
you can, happiness will find you.

- Age 44
~ I've learned that you can make someone's
day by simply sending them a little note
- Age 47
~ I've learned that children and
grandparents are natural allies
- Age 48
~ I've learned that no matter what happens,
or how bad it seems today, life does go on,
and it will be better tomorrow
- Age 49
~ I've learned that singing "Amazing Grace"
can lift my spirits for hours

- Age 66
~ I've learned that whenever I decide
something with kindness, I usually make the
right decision
- Age 72
~ I've learned that everyone can use a prayer
- Age 75
~ I've learned that it pays to believe in
miracles And to tell the truth, I've seen quite
a few…
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Dressing Test:
Obtain one large, unhappy, live octopus (they
turn bright red when they are unhappy).
Stuff into a small net bag making sure that
all arms stay inside.
Feeding Test:
Obtain a large plastic milk jug. Fill halfway
with water. Suspend from the ceiling with a
stout cord. Start the jug swinging. Try to
insert spoonfuls of soggy cereal (such as
Fruit Loops or Cheerios) into the mouth of
the jug, while pretending to be an airplane.
Now dump the contents of the jug on the
floor.
Night Test

How To Know Whether Or Not You Are
Ready To Be A Mother
Mess Test:
Smear peanut butter on the sofa and
curtains.
Place a fish stick behind the couch and leave
it there all summer.
Toy Test:
Obtain a 55 gallon drum of LEGOs (if
LEGOs are not available, you may
(substitute roofing tacks). Have a friend
spread them all over the house. Put on a
blindfold. Try to walk to the bathroom or
kitchen. Do not scream (this could wake a
child at night).
Grocery Store Test:
Borrow one or two small animals (goats are
best) and take them with you as you shop at
the grocery store. Always keep them in sight
and pay for anything they eat or damage.

Prepare by obtaining a small cloth bag and
fill it with 8-12 pounds of sand. Soak it
thoroughly in water. At 8:00 p.m. begin to
waltz and hum with the bag until 9:00 p.m.
Lay down your bag and set your alarm for
10:00 p.m. Get up, pick up your bag, and sing
every song you have ever heard. Make up
about a dozen more and sing these too until
4:00 a.m. Set alarm for 5:00 a.m. Get up and
make breakfast. Keep this up for five years.
Look cheerful.
Physical Test
Obtain a large beanbag chair and attach it to
the front of your clothes. Leave it there for 9
months. Now remove ten of the beans.
Final Assignment
Find a couple who already have a small
child. Lecture them on how they can improve
their discipline, patience, tolerance, toilet
training and child's table manners. Suggest
many ways they can improve. Emphasize to
them that they should never allow their
children to run wild.
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