McCarter Messenger

McCarter Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of
faith, gathered and empowered by the Spirit of God. We
declare that our mission is to proclaim and exhibit, by word
and deed, the grace, mercy and love of God as revealed and
made known by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Note from the Pastor: “The Lord is Risen!
The Lord is Risen Indeed!” Easter Sunday
may be over but the Easter Season has just
begun. It lasts until Pentecost, the birthday
of the Church, which is May 15 this year.
Our Easter Season started beautifully!
Hearing the congregation share in the Easter
Litany refrain was so hopeful and refreshing.
I wake up in the mornings and hear it play
again in my head. Having the Risen Lord at
the front of our thoughts this Easter Season
can provide us with the joy and hope that
Paul talks about in his letter to the
Philippians. Our Thursday morning 10:30am
Bible Study is studying Philippians right
now. We would like to share with you this
prayer that we wrote. We believe this is a
prayer that the Apostle Paul and the Lord
Jesus Christ has for us today!
Dear McCarter Presbyterian Church,
Pray without ceasing. Stand firm in
the Lord Jesus Christ. Rejoice in each
other in love. Take courage when
struggles come. Be not frightened by
anything or anyone.
Love, The Apostle Paul
All of us can do these things whether we are
in church or at home. Please join us in
shouting from the rooftops, “The Lord is
Risen! The Lord is Risen Indeed!”
Peace in Christ, Rev. Dr. Rachel Matthews

McCarter Presbyterian Church
Stated Session Meeting Minutes
March 20, 2016
Moderator Rachel Matthews called the
meeting to order at 12:30 PM with all Elders
present.
Jack Perry gave the devotional. The minutes
of the February 21st meeting were approved
with minor corrections. Rigby advised that
the Stated Presbytery Meeting #99 is to be at
Eastminster Church on April 24, 2016. The
next Small Congregational meeting will be at
Piedmont Church on April 14th at 6:15 PM
with a light supper served.
The Della Padgett Foundation old business
consisted of a discussion of 1) the electrical
interferences found while assessing the
building for the proposed hearing loop
system, 2) plus, the much-higher cost than
anticipated for that system. It was decided to
have a licensed electrician correct the
suspected grounding problem and explore
another vendor’s individual receiver with
personal ear buds system that would fall into
our budget. It was also noted that the City of
Greenville was requiring some changes in
the size of our new sign. Masstar Sign Co is
to meet with the city to resolve the issue.
Finally, it was noted that the Holly and
Nandina hedge along the Pastors side
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Session Minutes Continued….

driveway had been planted and watering
system installed.

Darrell Privatte

Jack Perry began the new business by
reporting that we had hired a new lawn care
company – Palmetto’s Finest. Also Jack has
a church workday planned for April 30, 2016.

Don’t forget the Men’s Prayer Breakfast on
Saturday, April 9th at 8:30 a.m. We will
meet in the Fellowship Hall. Hope all of the
men of the church will be able to attend.

Dan Rigby presented the budget report for
February and it was approved as we are
right on budget for the year to date.

Come and join us on Thursday at 10:30 a.m.
for Bible Study. If you’re unable to attend
regularly, that’s okay…we’ll gladly catch you
up. We are beginning a study of Philippians.
All are welcome!

Darrell Privatte stated that the next
newsletter deadline was March 28; and also
that we would have a men of the church
breakfast at 8:30 Saturday April 9th.
Carter Berry reminded us that the Easter
offering would be designated for the One
Great Hour of Sharing. She will post a new
calendar for the meals-on-wheels signup.
Additionally, she will pick up some brochures
on the 211 state-wide assistance network.
Danny McClure reminded us that we would
need elders to serve communion on Maundy
Thursday at 6 PM.
Rachel stated that she would be meeting
with United Ministries March 31 at 2 PM to
discuss ways we might partner in an
endeavor with them. The elders were invited
to join in.
Dan Rigby, Clerk of Session

Tempie Perry

The Ladies Lunch will be held on April 7
following Bible Study. We will be going to
Stax Omega and hope all the ladies of the
church will make plans to be there! We’ll
have plenty of good food and warm
fellowship.

Danny McClure

“Let us be grateful to people who make
us happy; they are the charming
gardeners who make our souls blossom.”
—Marcel Proust
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Wow, just finished the Easter Week
festivities - they all went by so fast. First of
all thanks to all of you who helped out this
past week, whether it was helping to get
things set up for Maundy Thursday, or
purchasing the Easter Lilies. They looked
great in the sanctuary, although I was a bit
concerned on Friday morning when they got
here. They hadn’t bloomed out quite like I

had hoped (happens quite frequently when
you have an early Easter like we had this
year, I am told), so I upped the temp in the
sanctuary. Actually, it had nothing to do
with me at all - Mother Nature supplied all
the heat, and by Easter Sunday everything
was good. Hope all of you who were nice
enough to purchase one (or two), took them
home. Most of them will probably still look
good for a while, since they haven’t fully
bloomed out yet - thanks again!
Since we’re still in the beginning of the year,
lots of things are happening that need to be
touched up, beginning with the Flower Chart
in the hallway. While there are a lot of
Sundays covered, there are still some that
need to be checked off on. Check it over in
your spare time and see if you can find a
Sunday you’d like to bring in a flower. If
you’d like to bring it in to pay tribute to
someone, let us know early in the week, like
Monday or Tuesday, and we’ll put it in the
bulletin for that Sunday. Thanks, ahead of
time…
Still like to have a couple of new volunteers
to help with the usher duties on Sunday
morning. We've had situations on some
Sundays when we’ve had an illness, or
something come up, and we’ve had to hurry
and find a fill in. It happens, not too
frequently, but it would be great to have
some new faces. We’ll train you, just
remember that when you’re an usher, you
are probably the first person that our
members (or visitors) will see, so put on your
happy face! It’s not hard at all, and you
always meet some interesting folks.
I would like to thank the choir, led by
Charlie Houston, for our music every
Sunday. If anyone out there has any ideas
for new songs they’d like to hear, please
contact Charlie, or Pastor Rachel. While I’m
at it, I’d like to thank Pastor Rachel for
becoming part of our choir; if anyone else
would like to be a part, please let Charlie

know. If you know of any singer, or group
that might like to perform, let us know.
Not much going on in the month of April in
Worship, so we can catch our breath, but
there’s still things going on at
McCarter. Other committees have things to
do, and they’ll need help - always something
going on around here. Be seeing you around!

Carter Berry

United Ministries Collections
for 2016
April – Peanut Butter (non- industrial size) /
Saltines
May – canned fish / spam / fruit
June – canned veggies / corn / / green beans
July – canned fruit / canned pasta / rice
August – Boxed cereal / dry milk(boxed
pkgs. of 10-60 count)
September – beef stew / saltines / canned
corn
October – mac & cheese / ramen noodles
November – canned soup / canned meat /
canned fish
December – rice / canned veggies / canned
fruit
Consider being a part of Meals on Wheels
feeding our Neighbors living near our
church. Sign up on the calendar in the
Memorial Room, or see Carter Berry for
information.
Did you know Meals on Wheels also gladly
accepts donations of pet food? They will
distribute it to their clients who have pets
such as dogs, cats, birds, etc.
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The Kelly Sunday School class invites
everyone to join them on Sunday mornings
at 9:15 for a Bible study using the Uniform
Lesson series. We would love to see you
there!
Don’t forget to contribute to our Buck for the
Building! The loose one dollar bills collected
during our Sunday morning offering are
added to our building fund to help with
unexpected expenses.

Charlotte and Dan Rigby
D.B. McCauley (Charlotte’s father)
Margaret Fowler
Montie Burger
Andrew McAllister
Rachel Burt
Eddie Sue Ware
Bettie Landreth
Tracy Glancy and her mother
The family of Bobbie Brown
Amy Herd, Rene Chambers, Jade Chambers,
Shirley Smith (friends of Donna & Danny
McClure)
The family of Don Gorsline (friend of
Maureen McGregor)
Julie Powell (daughter of Rachel Burt)
Deryl McKinney (daughter of Christine
Ferguson)
Shannon High (co-worker of Jan Privatte)
Barbara Lollis (friend of Carole Browder)
Gina Fooshang (niece of Tempie Perry
Judy (friend of Carter Berry)

Danny McClure

Ever since I was young, I’ve always been
told “God has a plan for everyone who comes
into this world“. I was told this by my
Grandpa when I was really too young to
understand what it meant. My Grandpa was
a farmer, and I spent a great deal of time on
his farm in Monroe, NC, especially in
summers, when I was out of school and had
plenty of time to work along side him. I
asked him about this one time, and as
always, he told me that it was “God’s
business” and nothing for us to fret about we would know when the time was right.
My Grandpa left us, to go to that place I had
heard him talk about, in 1966, and it was
very hard on me for a long time. I never got
to get the answers to this question, and all
the others he never would talk about. Not too
many years ago, I found a picture frame in a
Goodwill store I liked, so I bought it. On the
inside of the frame it had one of these
phases, or verses, that you get when you buy
the frame. A part of the passage went like
this, “we are put on this earth for a purpose,
to matter, to make a difference”. I’ve used
the whole passage several times here. I
thought, how many of us have a clue what
this means?
How many of you have any idea, or even
think of that? I’ve asked the question all my
life (to myself, or others), never got an
answer, so maybe my Grandpa was right we’ll know when we need to know. Now that
things have happened in my life, like the
cardiac arrest in 2011, I’ve decided that we
are here to make a difference in someone
else’s life in some way or another, and maybe
we never will know, until we leave this
earth.
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On Friday, March 18th, Officer Allen Jacobs
was doing what he does every day, serving
his community, trying to keep young people
from making mistakes that could ruin their
chance for a productive future. He had a
good life, had been in the Army, was
decorated, and was now a Greenville City
Police Officer. Officer Jacobs knew most of
the people in the community he worked in,
because he worked in this area with the
young people there. One of the young people
he had worked with had gotten involved in a
gang, which had led to being involved in
trouble, which he was imprisoned for (we
later learned that Officer Jacobs was the
arresting officer in this case). So these two
people knew each other, we now know.
Page 4

The young man got out of jail early, and was
now 17. As soon as he is released, he gets
back with his gang friends and wants a
firearm. Word on the street gets back to the
police, and Officer Jacobs and his partner are
sent to check on the youngster we now know
is Deontay Mackey. Unfortunately, the
policemen don’t know Deontay had already
obtained a gun. They try to talk to him, but
he runs. As we find out Officer Jacobs
follows, and is ambushed and killed by this
17 year old moments later.
True to his nature, Allen Jacobs knew this
young man was headed back into trouble
again, and was determined to talk to him,
without trying to harm him (his own weapon
was never used). As a result of a bad
decision by one person, two families and our
community are now grieving. But this
brings me back to my original question.
Officer Jacobs was a good man, as well as
husband and father. He knew the young
man he was dealing with had the potential to
do him harm, but he still wouldn’t give up on
him. How many of us would do that? Since
then, I have asked myself many times why a
person would do this, when he had so much
to lose. Perhaps this officer has answered
my question, at least in his case. I wonder,
in his mind on that Friday, just after noon, if

he had any idea that maybe this was his
purpose.

McCarter lost a beloved member as
Bobbie Jean Teal Brown, widow of James
Brown entered heaven’s gates into eternal
life on March 22, 2016.
Some of us attended her funeral on
Thursday, March 24th. It was truly a Jesus
filled celebration of Bobbie’s life. Bobbie and
James had a deep faith in the Lord and loved
McCarter Presbyterian Church. They were
faithful servants of God and often visited the
sick and lonely at McCarter, along with
many other things they did for us. They also
kept the Memorial Plaques up-to-date.
Bobbie loved wearing hats and wore them
often. She was a beautiful, true southern
lady and dressed so. She had a wonderful
sense of humor that made it so much fun to
be with her.
Due to health reasons, she was unable to
attend church regularly in recent years and
we have greatly missed seeing her here at
McCarter. Rachel was able to visit with her
recently at the nursing home where she
lived.
Surviving are three daughters, Fran B. Pace,
Marsha B. Morris (Rick) all of Taylors and
Tami B. Harmon (Terry) of Easley; two
sisters, Ersel Bryant (Guy) and Valerie
Bryant all of Lamar; four grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren. May the Lord
continue to bless the Brown family.
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McCarter Presbyterian Church Joys!!!

The congregation of McCarter would also like
to extend our deepest sympathy and love to
Dan and Charlotte Rigby in the passing of
Charlotte’s mother, Wanda McCauley on
March 13th.
Joys and Concerns of Foothills
Presbytery

4/20
4/24

Jack Perry
Cookie Fetzer

Sympathy is extended to the family of the
Rev. Ray White (Honorably Retired) who
died March 30, 2016.
The Service of Witness to the Resurrection is
scheduled for 2:00pm Saturday April 2, at
First Presbyterian Church Greer, SC.
Visitation will follow at the church.
Letters and cards may be sent to:
Joan White
7 Shady Hollow Lane
Greer, SC 29651
Coordinator of Foothills Joys and Concerns:
Equipping the Saints team, Rev. Allyson
Helvie (point person) in cooperation with staff
and the Committee on Ministry. Staff
contacts: Rev. Debbie Foster (Presbytery
Associate Pastor) and LeAnne White
(Administrative Assistant)
If you have a joy or prayer concern to share
with the entire Foothills Presbytery, please
contact Allyson Helvie at 864-2453709or allysonhelvie@gmail.com.

“Success is getting what you want.
Happiness is wanting what you get.”

Darrell and Jan Privatte joyfully announce
the arrival of their grandson, Nolan Thomas
Privatte who arrived on March 26th at 12:05
p.m. His parents are Brent and Samantha
Privatte of Greer. Big sister Caroline is
thrilled! Nolan is named after Jan’s beloved
father, John Nolan Hamrick and Samantha’s
grandfather, Thomas Stone. He weighed in
at a healthy 7 lbs. 7 oz. and was 22 ½ inches.
God is good!

Bible Quiz
What was the name of Esther’s cousin who
raised her after her parents died?
A. Hegai
B. Haman
C. Mordecai
D. Ahasuerus (also known as Xerxes)
Answer: C (See Esther 2:7.)
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The Legend of the Dogwood Tree
In the time of the crucifixion of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, the Dogwood tree was strong
and was selected as the timber for the cross.
The Dogwood trees were painfully distressed
at having been chosen for the worst calamity
that has befallen man since the beginning of
civilization, and, Jesus sensing their grief for
His suffering decreed:
"Never again shall the stately Dogwood tree
grow strong enough to be used for a Cross.
Hereafter, it shall be slender, bent and
twisted, and it shall bear profusely white
blossoms in the form of a Cross - - two long
and two short petals, in the center of the
outer edge of each petal there shall be nailprints, brown with rust and stained with
blood, and in the center of the flower will be
a crown of thorns. All who shall see it will
remember that I was crucified on timber
from a Dogwood tree and this tree shall not
be mutilated nor destroyed, but cherished
and protected in memory of Me."
And so, today upon the hillsides the Dogwood
tree grows, its branches slender, bent and
twisted, as the legend promised, bearing
each spring its snowy blossoms and each
Autumn its blood-red berries.

Becoming a vegetarian is a
BIG MISSED STEAK.
Laughter is good medicine!
Keep on reading!
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Dear Ministers, Educators, and
Youth Directors,
I am writing this letter
to you on behalf of
the Foothills Presbytery Youth
Council (PYC). The PYC is
made up of youth from the
churches of our presbytery
who wish to serve the larger Church. We need
your help by nominating youth from your
congregation that have shown leadership gifts
and might feel called to serve on PYC.
From the Foothills Presbytery Presbyterian Youth
Council:
It is the time of year for us to elect new
members to the PYC, so we are ready to receive
your nominations. You will find below a link to
the nomination form for you to use. Please
return it to me by April 15, 2016. This gives
us time to send the nominated youth an
application, get them back and then come for
interviews on May 15, 2016 so our new PYC is
completed before the end of May.
We are seeking a full class (six) of rising
sophomores and two rising seniors for the 20162017 school year. Our rising junior class is full,
so know we will most likely not be choosing any
juniors. We very much need male members, so
please keep this in mind when you are thinking of
your nominations. Also, please know that our
By-Laws state we should not have more than two
youth from the same church serve on PYC, but
does allow us to make exceptions so we keep a
full 18 member council. If your church already
has 2 or more members represented on the
council for the 2016-2017 year and you nominate
others, please know that other church youth will
likely be considered first.

There is opportunity for laughter every
day. Laugh! Laugh heartily and often.
You will find healing in mirth and
levity. And remember, "He who sits in the
heavens laughs ..." (Psalms 2:4, NRSV).
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I ask you to give this prayerful
consideration and nominate a youth from your
church whom you feel will serve PYC well. The
adults on the PYC truly take seriously the fact
that we are helping nurture leaders of the Church
and need youth who will want to develop
leadership qualities. That is our first priority
along with the planning of the presbytery youth
events.
I look forward to receiving nominations
from you all soon.
Grace and Peace,
Donna Templeton (dcedonna@aol.com)
(Rachel Matthews has the nomination form,
rachelmatthews29615@gmail.com)

